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I love a good story. And the stories that keep me on the edge of my seat are the ones
where the heroine or hero discovers who they really are.
I'm not talking about characters with secret identities. I'm talking about characters
that don't know the truth of who they are: Harry Potter discovers that he's a wizard,
Luke Skywalker discovers his family history, Jason Bourne discovers his past life.

2155 University Ave.
Dubuque, IA 52001
563-583-1729
When the TV show "Once Upon a Time" first started, the premise intrigued me; it was
www.wpcdbq.org
margaretanne@wpcdbq.org a story about fairy tale characters who don't know who they really are ... and,

consequently, can't live out their happy ending.
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FROM YOUR
WESTMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH FOUNDATION:
You will speaks for you
after death. Have you
included a bequest to
Westminster Presbyterian
Church in your will?

There is something deeply theological about that. We, too, don't remember who we
are. Instead of remembering that we are the beloved children of God, created out of
love, in whom God delights ... we buy into the misinformation that our culture feeds
us: that we're not good enough and that only when we are richer, thinner, prettier,
smarter, or better will we finally measure up. Jesus came and lived and died among us
so that he could remind us of the truth of who we are: beloved ones.
But even with such a powerful reminder - even with a God who would go to the cross
to remind us of how much we are loved - the messages of our culture worm their way
into our minds and take up residence. Instead of walking in the world as vessels of the
love of God, poured out for all the earth, we wander through life feeling "less than.”
Thank goodness we have the church. As the church, we have landmarks - guideposts that help us remember. Every week in worship, we hear words of forgiveness, words of
love, words of comfort, words of challenge. We give and receive “peace,” and recognize
God with us.
Not every week, but regularly, we partake in other rituals that also remind us. We
pour the water and say to the newly baptized, "You are a child of the covenant. You are
the beloved of God.” We come forward and hear the communion servers say, "The
body of Christ, given for you," and "The cup of Salvation, given for you.” We lay hands
on those who have been called to leadership, and we remind them that they have been
gifted and empowered for the road ahead.
In these moments, we are reminded of who we really are. Well known preacher and
author Barbara Brown Taylor wrote that "the church is where we learn who and
whose we are; the world is where we put that knowledge to use.”
This fall, Westminster is becoming more intentional about being a place where all
people can come to understand who and whose they are, to be reminded that they are
beloved of God.In September, I will begin teaching a 4-week course called “Who We
Really Are.” (This is part of our larger “Re-Membering” Series that is for both new
attendees and long-time members.) We will explore who God is and who we are, and
what that means for the way we live our lives. If you’re feeling beleaguered by the
pressures of the culture, in need of a refreshing reminder of what it means to be God’s
own in the world, I hope you’ll join me during these 4 weeks.
Peace, MargaretAnne
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ADULT CHOIR
The adult choir was able to return from the COVID hiatus to sing a couple times last spring. We were ‘small
but mighty’! Fall offers new opportunities. If you enjoy singing consider joining us! We plan to begin
rehearsals Wednesday evenings in September and current plans are to sing about twice a month. If you are
interested in joining us, or have questions, let Marykay know or email Steve Peake at stevedbqi@aol.com or
Luke at director@nisom.com . As we get closer to fall, watch for more specifics. We will set rehearsal time to
best match people’s availability, so let us know what your preference is.

Join the RE-AWAKENING
of Community, Friendship, and Faith at Westminster!
Fall Kick-off on September 11, 2022, 10:30-12:00
Live music, Sundaes, and Fellowship in the Courtyard!
This fall we are RE-GATHERING to RE-DISCOVER God’s love for us and to RE-COMMIT ourselves to
Christ’s service at Westminster, in the community, and in the world!
To RE-MEMBER who and whose we are in God’s family, we are offering a new slate of classes to
RE-KINDLE our faith in Christ and RE-NEW our commitment to spiritual growth.
To RE-COVER our role in joining in God’s mission of love and reconciliation in the world we offer the
chance to RE-ENGAGE AND RE-ENLIST in ministry and service opportunities at and through
Westminster…...and to RE-BUILD congregational vitality.
Come join us as we RE-DEDICATE our organ – and our lives – to God’s glory at Westminster!
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HOTLINE

Christian Formation News

NEW in Fall 2022 for Youth
Nursery re-opening during the church hour!

Bring your children 6 months to 4 years old to a safe and loving place
while you enjoy worshipping with your church family!

Children’s Sunday School for kindergarten through fifth grades from 10:45-Noon in two classes. We will be
exploring what it means to follow Jesus and be part of God’s family!

Teens in grades six through twelve will meet every other Sunday afternoon from 5:00 - 6:30 with friends from First
Presbyterian Church to explore everything from how to make the best pizza to questions of how to make sense of our
relationship with God! Bring your friends!

Come join us! Everything kicks off beginning September 18th!

Adult Christian Formation Fall 2022 Class Offerings
All Books and Materials Provided
Sign up at the Information Station at the Back of the Sanctuary

Re-Membering: Two Foundational Courses to Explore/Deepen Christian Faith
Sundays, 10:45-Noon in WPC Board Room
Session I, Who We Really Are: Sept. 18, 25; Oct. 2, 9
Session II, Loving God: Oct. 23, 30; Nov. 6, 13
Led by Pastor MargaretAnne, Deb Seiffert, and Doug Cheever

Continuing the Christian Journey with Michael Lindvall’s A Geography of God
Thursdays, 7:00 pm, Sept. 22; Oct. 6, 20; Nov. 3 at Emmert’s, 2256 Fawn View Dr., Asbury
Led by Dan Emmert and Bonnie Sue Lewis

What My Grandmothers Taught Me: from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus
A Horizons Bible Study by Merryl Blair
Thursdays, 11:00 am, Oct. 13, 27; Nov. 10, 17; Dec. 1, 15 in WPC Board Room
Led by Shirley Meriwether and Bonnie Sue Lewis

Advent Study/Video: The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem by Adam Hamilton
Sundays, 10:45-Noon, November 27, December 4, 11, 18 in WPC Board Room
Led by Kassandra Powell and Dan Emmert
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Church News

The Sympathy of the Congregation is extended to
the family and friends of:
•

Bruce Meriwether, member

•

Jean Dunne, member

•

Harriett Heitzman, member

•

Joyce Brittain, member

Financial Stewardship
through July 31, 2022
Year-to-Date Operating Budget
2022 Income
2022 Expenses
Income over Expenses

$ 232,465
312,000*
244,000
68,000

*This includes pre-paid pledges and
the previous year surplus.
Thank you for your financial stewardship!
To God be the Glory!

Here are the Worship stats for June/July
*includes livestream & in-person
June 19 June 26

Dates to Remember:
Tuesday, August 30 at 5:30 PM Moderators’
Roundtable

182

189

July 3

July 10

July 17

July 24

July 31

232

209

163

322

173

Average Worship Attendance Year to Date: 167

Wednesday, August 31 at 5:00 PM Small Groups
Potluck for Book Study of "We Make the Road by
Walking."

“Fill the Bag”

Westminster Office Hours
Please call first.
Monday

9:00 am – 2:00 pm

Tuesday

9:00 am – 2:00 pm

Wednesday

9:00 am – 2:00 pm

Thursday

9:00 am – 2:00 pm

* BECKY’S FALL HOURS will be Mon. & Wed. 9 a.m.-11:00
and Tues. & Thurs. 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
* Mary Kay will be gone Aug. 25th thru Sept. 7th and
Sept. 19th thru Sept. 23.
* Lisa will be gone Sept. 14th thru Sept. 21st
* Bonnie Sue will be gone Aug. 14th thru Aug. 31st and
Sept. 12th thru the 15th for a class.

St. Mark's Youth Enrichment is seeking funds to "fill
the bag" for school supplies for each school child. It
takes them $47 to do this because of the way they
order. The average family will spend about $150 to do
this. This is a great way to help families in need.
Donations can be sent to: St. Mark Youth Enrichment at 1201 Locust Street in Dubuque, Iowa 52001.

Page 5

HOTLINE

Christian Formation News

Synod School Fun July 24-29
Synod School was an adventure you won’t want to miss next summer! Eight members of our congregation joined about
550 members of other churches in our Synod for what is best described as the annual Presbyterian “family camp” on the
banks of beautiful Storm Lake, Iowa. Activities for all ages were provided centered around powerful preaching and
worship, fabulous food, and the companionship of friends and families. “Experiencing Belonging” was the theme and
that’s exactly what we felt, even as first-timers. So mark your calendars for July 23-28, 2023 and join us next year!

The Bookworm Corner
Each month the Adult Christian Formation team will be recommending some “good reads”
highlighting the WPC Book Club pick, Session reads and congregational/staff recommendations.
If you have suggestions, please contact Shirley Meriwether, skmeriwether@hotmail.com.

 The Telling Room: A Tale of Love, Betrayal, Revenge, and the World’s Greatest Piece of Cheese by Michael Paterniti.
Equal parts mystery and memoir, travelogue and history, The Telling Room is an astonishing work of literary
nonfiction by one of our most accomplished storytellers. A moving exploration of happiness, friendship, and
betrayal, The Telling Room introduces us to Ambrosio Molinos de las Heras, an unforgettable real-life literary hero,
while also holding a mirror up to the world, fully alive to the power of stories that define and sustain us. The WPC
Book Club will discuss this Sept. 21st at a time and place TBD. Contact Deb Seiffert if you have questions.
 An Invisible Thread: The True Story of an 11-year-old Panhandler, a Busy Sales Executive, and an Unlikely Meeting with
Destiny by Laura Schroff. This 10th anniversary edition of the beloved #1 New York Times bestseller includes a new
introduction and afterword by the author. Chronicling the lifelong friendship between a busy sales executive and a
disadvantaged young boy that began with one small gesture of kindness. This is a “ray of hope for a better future, as
well as assurance that love is a stronger force than injustice and inequality.”
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Pipe Organ Renovation Project

So what did YOU do on your summer vacation?
Here at Westminster, more than 50 church members and friends gathered on June 27-28-29 under the leadership of
Dobson Pipe Organ Builders, and invested a very productive 325+ volunteer hours dismantling our 1964-vintage M.P.
Möller sanctuary pipe organ for repair, renovation, and hand-cleaning of more than 2,000 individual organ pipes.
Hardly anyone knew the first thing about pipe organs, yet members of all ages found worthwhile and interesting work
to do, joined by boy scouts, Kiwaniians, Aktion Club members, college students, friends from other churches and
strangers from out of town who learned of the project on Facebook. KWWL-TV produced and aired a couple of very
nice video news reports and shared them with television stations in other markets.
Wood and leather wind reservoirs and other organ components that needed work were loaded into trailers and hauled
to organ shops in Lake City, IA and Lansing, MI for renovation and re-leathering. The freshly-cleaned pipes in deemed
in good condition were carried to the church basement and safely stored in classrooms until the organ is reassembled
later in August.
Meanwhile, we learned all sorts of interesting things about pipe organs and about each other, ate together, gossiped
together, laughed together, and reminded ourselves, post-pandemic, that we still can accomplish remarkable and
rewarding tasks by working together toward a common goal.
These hardy volunteers, as well as other WPC members who could not join in the physical work also played a vital role
in advancing the organ renovation project with financial support through direct donations, designated memorials, WPC
Foundation grants and gifts in other forms.
As this issue of the Hotline is mailed, a smaller group of dedicated volunteers will gather the week of August 22 to
welcome the return of Dobson technicians with all of our renovated and repaired parts and components, and to help
reassemble all of the pieces, in proper order.

Channel 7 news will also return to do a follow-up news story.
Immediately after Labor Day, two Dobson specialists will camp out in the choir loft for several days to meticulously
balance, regulate, voice and comprehensively tune the entire instrument, before “turning over the keys” of the renovated
pipe organ to the church, along with their final invoice.
Important: To date, Westminster has made on-time payments totaling $47,000 to Dobson per our contract, and will
meet the August deadline for a required $30,000 payment. Looking ahead, however, we expect to need additional
gifts to the Organ Repair Fund to enable a final payment near the end of September. If you are planning a taxdeductible donation to the project, but financial logistics require you to make it later in the year, please advise Becky
Jenkins so she can plan accordingly.
In any event, please know that every dollar, every volunteer hour, every casserole or dessert, every prayer of support, and
every encouraging word along the way is deeply appreciated and has become a vital link in
“Renewing A Music Legacy” with Westminster’s sanctuary pipe organ.
…and what a great and memorable time we’ve had together on our summer “vacation”!

Mission News
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Please mark your calendars for Saturday, September 17th. We will be having our annual
Red Basket Event. It will start at 10:00 am. Your help is needed for this event. We have a
Mission Grant, but with the cost of supplies going up it will not go as far as before. We need
products that are not super in Tampons and pads. We are also thankful for the donations
that have been coming in. We have invited members from the community to help, but we
really need church members to help. It's a great way to help the women and girls in our
community. Products go in the white basket in the hallway near the work room .


Crop Walk is Saturday, October 1st at Murphy Park at from 9:00 to Noon. Donations can be given thru the
church. We will be doing our yearly collecting of Peanut Butter starting the first of September.



Mission Grants are still available for the Fall.



Knitting/Crochet is going extremely well for hats and scarves. We will give these items out at the Hunger Outreach in December. We will also give hats to the men at the Rescue Mission and to the Urban Bike Ministry that
gives them to the children that they come across. We will need more hats & mittens for the children.



A special thanks to Denise Reyerson for the yard that she has given us to do projects. All yard and finished
projects go in the white basket in the hallway near the work room.



There has been some talk to start up the Knitting/Crochet group that met monthly for fellowship before Covid
lock down. If you would be interested in doing this again please contact me.:
Linda Stovall, Moderator Mission Team , 563-581-7582 or LinStov@aol.com

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27th
“For I was hungry and you gave me food.”
WHAT IS WESTMINSTER HUNGER OUTREACH?
Westminster Hunger Outreach is a hands-on local mission project of our church to help fight hunger and food
insecurity in our community. It provides a means for us to put our faith in action and demonstrate God’s love by
caring for our neighbors and serving their basic needs.
The project is a program of the WPC Mission Team and endorsed by the Session of our church. The initiative is
funded by the Mission Team budget and donations from our church members. It is conducted in partnership
with the St. Stephen’s Branch of River Bend Foodbank.
On Saturday, August 27th we will hold our 9th Hunger Outreach food distribution day. Families facing food
insecurity are invited to come to our church and we will provide them with a supply of food free of charge. We
hope to serve 200 families and distribute over 15,000 lbs. of food.

HUNGER OUTREACH SCHEDULE ON AUGUST 27th
8:00 AM
9:00 AM

Volunteers arrive. Food trucks arrive from St. Stephen’s. Food is unloaded and organized for
distribution. Traffic control and recipient registration begins.
Food distribution begins on drive-thru basis. Recipients remain in vehicle while food is loaded in
the trunk of their car, and continues until food supplies are exhausted.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED – JOIN THE HUNGER OUTREACH TEAM!
Around 30 volunteers will be needed from 8:00-11:00 a.m. in the parking lot to provide traffic control, unload the food
truck, greet and register participants, and load food into their cars. Sign up at the Information Station at the back of the
sanctuary or in the Church Office, or just contact Tom Stovall at 563-581-7220 or at tomstov@aol.com. Please feel free
to invite family, friends and neighbors to help. SIGN UP TODAY!

Westminster Presbyterian Church
2155 University Ave
Dubuque IA 52001

CHANCEL FLOWERS - Please consider
providing Chancel Flowers in memory or
honor of a loved one, special event or just to
brighten up the altar. Just call the church
office at 583-1729 and let them know.

Join Us for Worship at
Westminster

All Fall Long - Care for our Mission Gardens
Lots of volunteers are needed to care for all 4 of our Mission Gardens.
There is planting, weeding, watering, harvesting and transporting the
harvest to local food pantries. To join in contact Marsha Wilfong at
563-583-6571 or mwilfong62hr@hotmail.com

9:30 a.m. Sundays
Online or In-person
Rev. MargaretAnne Overstreet
Contact Information:
2155 University Ave.

Dubuque, IA 52001 563-583-1729

All Fall Long – Recycling at Church
Remember that we have receptacles at church for recycling prescription
bottles, batteries, plastic bags (better yet don’t use them!), paper, plastic
bottles, and metal cans. Please use them.

Join us for
Communion at
Bethany Home
Aug. 21 & Sept. 18 at
1:30 p.m.

