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It was on July 12, 2021 … 

Nearly a year ago, I began a 3-year term as your Designated Pastor here at         
Westminster. In the very earliest conversations, the Session shared with me the 
congregation’s desire to a) be refreshed and revitalized; b) be a place where people 
of all ages (especially younger generations) would find meaningful worship and 
deep connections; and c) foster the spiritual growth of the members, as well as the 
numerical growth of the congregation. 

Throughout this year, we’ve had important conversations, asked challenging    
questions, learned vital lessons, and (joyously!) seen signs of God’s continued   
presence and activity among us. I am truly grateful for all that this year has been, 
and I hope you are, also. 

In this newsletter, we are highlighting some of the ways we’re moving forward, as 
we strive to faithfully fulfill God’s vision for this congregation. I hope you will     
celebrate this progress, and that it will inspire hope in your spirit and provoke you 
to greater engagement in the life of this congregation. 

Let’s talk about priorities … 

One of the most important precepts we’ve been employing this year is that there 
are two prerequisites for a congregation seeking to grow in membership. 

First, a congregation has to be growing in faith (both individually and collective-
ly) if they want to want to be the kind of congregation that attracts others who 
seek to have their own faith fostered. It’s probably no surprise that the things that 
attract new members to a congregation, are (often) the same things that help      
refresh and revitalize current members: quality, meaningful worship experiences 
and opportunities for spiritual growth for all ages. 

Secondly, the systems and structures within a congregation (eg: how their ministry 
is organized and functions) have to be robust enough to be able to sustain the 
growth when it occurs. 

Based on our awareness of the above, our priorities in this “revitalization process” 
have been (and continue to be): 1) to revive our worship and music programs (as 
part of the way we are returning from our pandemic practices); 2) to rebuild the 
adult Christian formation offerings (and the team that facilitates that ministry);   
3) to creatively reimagine the children and youth Christian formation offerings for 
the season we’re in; 4) to redevelop the way that our church committees and teams 
work together for the good of the congregation and community. 

The next two pages of this newsletter will give more specific examples not only of 
what we’ve been doing … but also where we’re going in the coming months. Read 
on, and then reach out to any of the church staff to offer your gifts in the service of 
the work God is doing among us.    Peace, MargaretAnne 
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FROM YOUR  

WESTMINSTER  

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
FOUNDATION: 
 

You will speaks for you  
after death.  Have you     
included  a bequest to 
Westminster  Presbyterian 
Church  in your will? 
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Adult Christian Formation: Back, and Better than Ever! 
 

This summer, we’re finishing up a year of small group discussions of the book, We Make the Road by Walking. 
These groups, facilitated by Pastor MargaretAnne, met either weekly or monthly to wrestle with the ways 
that scripture speaks to the issues of present-day life, and about 50 people participated in these groups 
throughout the year. 
 

During the time that these small groups were meeting, Bonnie Sue Lewis came on staff as Westminster’s     
Director of Christian Formation and recruited members for the Adult Formation Team, a group of faithful and 
creative folks that has been visioning and planning our upcoming learning opportunities for adults. This group 
has plans in the works for bible studies, book studies, creative classes, and possibly even a special event with a 
speaker. (There is a preview of the Fall classes on the back page of this newsletter!) 
 

One important addition to next year’s adult learning opportunities will be the Re-Membering series. This   
series of short classes is aimed at both those who may be new to Westminster AND those who have been at 
Westminster quite a while. The Re-Membering series will give participants an opportunity to learn about (or 
be reminded of) the key tenants of the life of faith, and will be a great resource for those interested in joining 
the church, as well as those who simply want a “refresher” course. The Re-Membering series will consist of 
four mini-courses (each mini-course will be four weeks long) and they will be scheduled throughout the 2022-
2023 year. 
 

Worship, Music and Technology: Building Post-pandemic Momentum 
 

Westminster is fortunate to have so many gifted people participating in worship leadership: musicians of    
extraordinary talent, skilled and dedicated volunteers in the tech booth, a fabulous new staff member in   
Worship Tech, Monson Nguyen, and wonderful liturgists. 
 

Since last summer, our worship planning and leadership has been in nearly constant transition: welcoming a 
new pastor to the worship mix, transitions in leadership in the worship tech, ministry navigating the return to 
in-person worship and the gradual removal of the pandemic restrictions (including the return of the band and 
choir!) 
 

This fall will see us shift more fully into a post-pandemic plan, as we return to a regularly-scheduled rotation 
for the band, choir, bells, and timbrel and lyre. We will also hear more of the organ in the fall, after the          
renovation of this extraordinary instrument is completed this summer. 
 

During the summer, we’ll also be working on ways to make our livestream more engaging to folks worship-
ping outside the sanctuary, and ways to more deeply connect to people who worship with us from other      
geographical locations. 
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… but also where we’re going ... 

Pastoral Care: Truly a Team Approach 
 

In churches the size of Westminster, pastoral care (a term used for spiritual care of the “flock” in their times 
of need) is accomplished by a team, rather than being only the responsibility of one of the pastors. And if 
you’ve ever played on any kind of team, you will know that the team only functions really well when they have 
a great coach. 
 

In the autumn of 2021, the pastoral care ministry was restructured and the position of Care Coordinator was 
redefined. In this new structure, Care Coordinator Lisa MacNaughton is the “coach” of the pastoral care team, 
and she coordinates the pastoral care responsibilities of the Deacons, the Care and Connections Team, and the 
pastor as they work to care for the congregation. 
 

Westminster is truly fortunate to have Lisa on staff and to be able to receive her abundance of gifts for this 
ministry. If you’ve been on the prayer list or in the hospital in the last several months, you’ve probably          
received a call from Lisa as she seeks not only to offer support and care, but also to coordinate the care        
provided by all those other “team members” on the pastoral care team. 
 

As with any new model, these early months of living into a new system have taught us many lessons about 
what works and what doesn’t, and we hope to continue to improve our “game plan” for responding to and  
caring for all those in the Westminster family who are in need of pastoral care. 
 

One important note about pastoral care: Westminster now has a consistent “after hours” pastoral care       
number: (563) 279-4545. If you have pastoral care needs at times when the church office is not open, call the 
after hours number to be connected with the pastor or the other “on-call” pastoral care provider. 

 

Moderator Roundtable: Communication and Collaboration 
 

A new addition to our church calendar in 2022 is the Moderators’ Roundtable meeting. Every couple of 
months, the moderators of all our church ministry teams (committees) gather to share information and to   
imagine ways to work collaboratively. 
 

Because we believe that collaborative ministry results in richer, wiser, and more meaningful work, the goal of 
a regular gathering of these leaders is to insure that none of our ministries are working in silos, but rather that 
all of our teams are deeply connected to one another. 
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Sustainable Landscaping 
 

New in the Pollinator Garden 

More plants went into the garden by the flagpole the last 
week of May. The purpose of further plantings is to     
provide longer bloom periods as well as more color into 
the fall. Flowers include Smooth Blue Aster, Pearly  Ever-
lasting, Showy Beardtongue, Bradbury monarda, and New 
Jersey Tea (replacing a few that didn't survive.) Cages 
have been placed to discourage rabbits from enjoying a 
meal. Flags are there to remind people to avoid walking 
through the garden. 
 

By the way, some of you may have noticed some greenery 
and bright yellow flowers blooming early this spring    
under the arborvitae trees behind the pollinator garden. 
Wild ginger root and woodland poppies were added last 
year to accent the many hosta (which are not native but 
pretty.) A special hosta that is still quite small is "Praying 
Hands". The amsonia also bloomed with beautiful small 
star-like flowers. 
 

The Fellowship Hall bed was also enhanced  with com-
mon milkweed, New Jersey Tea, Bradbury monarda, and 
some "experimental" seedlings. We'll see how they do. 
Again, expect pollinators, especially Monarch butterflies. 
 

Be on the lookout for pollinators galore this summer! The 
Westminster campus will be filled butterflies, bees, and 
many insects that benefit our natural environment. Enjoy! 

 

Mowing to Monarchs Prairie Patch Update 

The Mowing to Monarchs (M2M) patch south of the 
sanctuary is off to a great start. Most seedlings went into 
the ground in early May, and our pollinator-friendly    
habitat is looking good. In addition to prairie grasses, 
there is a mix of flowering plants including foxglove 
beardtongue, pale purple coneflower, anise hyssop, hoary 
vervain, black-eyed Susan, and butterfly milkweed. We 
should see blossoms in the next few weeks, and that 
should bring the pollinators. We hope you enjoy the 
show. 

The M2M program is sponsored by the Dubuque County 
Conservation Board and the Dubuque County Master 
Gardeners. For information, see: https://
www.dubuquecountyiowa.gov/553/Mowing-to-
Monarchs. You can also ask Doug Cheever, Ericka Raber, 
or Lisa MacNaughton about the program. 

 

The Sympathy of the Congregation is extended to 

the family and friends of: 

• Lois DeMoss, member 

 

   Financial Stewardship 
 through May 31, 2022 

  

             

              Year-to-Date Operating Budget       $166,045 
              2022 Income         277,000* 
              2022 Expenses         166,000 
              Income over Expenses                       111,000 
 

 

*This includes pre-paid pledges and                                         
the previous year surplus. 

Thank you for your financial stewardship!   
To God be the Glory! 

 

Here are the Worship stats for May/June 

               Live stream households          In Person 
May 1          35                                             90 

May 8                             47                                                    70 

May 15                        49                                                  85 

May 22            62                                            82 

May 29                         33                                             74 

June 5                           58                                             89 

June 12                          57                                             74 

                                                            Incl. Tech/Musicians 

Westminster Office Hours 

Please call first. 

        Monday            9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

          Tuesday            9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

          Wednesday     9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

          Thursday          9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
 

*BECKY’S SUMMER HOURS will be Mon., Tues., Wed. from       
9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  

*Mary Kay will be on vacation June 23 thru June 29th 

*MargaretAnne will be gone July 5th thru August 22nd on 
study leave, vacation and going to Synod School.  

https://www.dubuquecountyiowa.gov/553/Mowing-to-Monarchs
https://www.dubuquecountyiowa.gov/553/Mowing-to-Monarchs
https://www.dubuquecountyiowa.gov/553/Mowing-to-Monarchs
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Christian Formation News  

                                             

                                             The Bookworm Corner  

Each month the Adult Christian Formation team will be recommending some “good reads” . 
If you have a great book you would like to share, please contact Shirley Meriwether,  
skmeriwether@hotmail.com.  
 
 

 Life Together: a discussion of Christian Fellowship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  Martyred in a Nazi prison camp only days     
before the war’s end, pastor Bonhoeffer beautifully illuminates what makes Christian community both unique and 
necessary: our bonding in, with, and through Christ.  It is as relevant to the church today as it was in the years   
leading up to WWII when the seminary he served went “underground.” 

 

 Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah.   A mischievous young boy who grows into a        
restless young man as he struggles to find himself in a world where he was never supposed to exist, and his          
relationship with his fearless, rebellious, and fervently religious mother.  His teammate, she is a woman determined 
to save her son from the cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that would ultimately threaten her own life.  Book 
Club meets June 22 at 3:30 at Charlotte’s Coffee Shop on White St. All are welcome. Contact Deb Seiffert at        
debseiffert@gmail.com.  

 

 Hearing Jesus and Seeing Jesus by Jeffrey McClain Jones  These two books are fun reads and based on ordinary people 
who see and hear Jesus in their living room, office, and just walking down the street.  No one else around them can 
see or hear Jesus.  They receive emotional healing and also serve as Jesus’ Messenger for the people around them. 

  

 
 
 

Synod School is for 
everyone!   

 

It's on!  Synod School meets July 
24-29, 2022, on the beautiful     
campus of Buena Vista University 
in Storm Lake, Iowa!  Come join us 
for classes for every member of the 
family that will grow your faith, 
your fitness, or your fondness for 
good food!  Register online at: 
www.lakesandprairies.org/synod-
school for information and registra-
tion.  Reminder:  KIDS GO FREE, 
if you submit the scholarship     
application found outside the 
church office to Bonnie Sue Lewis.  
Call her or the church office if you 
have questions. 

It’s happenin’!  Creator’s Camp runs all summer from June 15-August 10!  We 
meet every Wednesday at St. Luke’s UMC, 1199 Main Street, from 1:00-4:00.  All 
4-12 year-olds are welcome to join us and friends from St. Luke’s, First Presby-
terian, and First Congregational churches for learning about God’s creation and 
then creating everything from worm towers to pizza to puppets!  To register, go 
to this link:  https://forms.gle/bdrv3GNGgW7nJH5F9   There is no cost.  Any 
questions?  Contact Bonnie Sue Lewis at bonniesue@wpcdbq.org. or the church 
office (563-583-1729). 
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The arrival of Summer means that work will soon begin on our Pipe Organ Renovation Project, led by Dobson 
Pipe Organ Builders, Ltd, of Lake City, Iowa. 

For more information about this highly-acclaimed firm, take a look at their website: www.dobsonorgan.com  

They also have an impressive Facebook presence.  Check it out! 

To assist Dobson in non-technical work at WPC, we will need to recruit some volunteer Wranglers, Pipe 
Cleaners and Hospitalitarians. 

 

 will be able-bodied volunteers helping Dobson techs remove and carry organ pipes and 
other components down the stairs from the pipe chambers.  Some pieces will be taken to the church parking 
lot and loaded into Dobson’s truck for transport to their shop.   Approx. 2,000 organ pipes will be carried to 
cleaning stations on site.   will probably handle and clean the larger pipes outdoors.   Smaller 
pipes will be taken to seated or standing around tables, either outdoors or in Fellowship 
Hall.   will then move the cleaned pipes to classrooms for secure storage until Dobson returns 
in mid-August.   
 

The need for may vary from time to time; averaging approx. 6 during most shifts, with others 
available as needed while doing other work on-site, or responding “on-call” from home.   

 

of all ages and sizes will gather outdoors in the grass courtyard, (weather permit-
ting) or around long tables in Fellowship Hall, and use damp cloths to gently wipe the outer surfaces of wood-
en or metal  organ pipes that are brought to them by the  No heavy lifting or carrying will be 
required of  nobody will be asked to handle any pipe larger than they find comfortable.   
 

There will be shifts; you will be able to work as much or as little as you wish, and to take breaks as you need. 
There will be lots of opportunities to visit, to watch the rest of the project happen, to partake of refreshments 
and a free lunch, or to document your particular role in this historic, once-in-a-lifetime, church project.  

As other volunteers help Dobson Pipe Organ Builders work on organ pipes and components,  

will staff the church kitchen and Fellowship Hall in shifts, or will support from 
home, to daily provide coffee and light refreshments, and a simple lunch, to our Dobson guests and working 
volunteers. 

This could include dishes prepared at the church, or catered, or assembled from home-prepared donations 
(casseroles, sandwiches, salads, desserts, cookies, bars, etc.)    
 

The team will be led by Rich Henderson. 

 

Volunteers for our WPC Organ Renovation Project do not need to be members of Westminster.  We welcome 
friends or interested members of the community. 

If you, or someone you know, is curious or interested about joining in this work, contact Laura Roussell, who 
is organizing and scheduling the volunteer crews.  You can reach Laura at (563) 231-1137  or by email at 
kiston53@hotmail.com 

We anticipate this work will take place the week of June 27th.  Watch for further announcements re: specific 
dates and times…  the nature of this work will require some flexibility at the WPC job site.  But remember, 
there’s free food! 

http://www.dobsonorgan.com
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Please mark your calendars for Saturday, August 13th. We will be having our annual Red 
Basket Event. It will start at 10:00 am. We will be inviting the community to the event in 
Fellowship Hall. Please plan to come to help assemble period packs for the women and girls 
in our community. You can also help with a cash donation with a check written to          
Westminster and in the memo area write Red Basket. You can also help with supplies. It is               
recommended that we do not use super pads or tampons for the bags. What ever you do will 
be greatly appreciated.  Linda Stovall and Tarra Etheredge are the leaders for this event.   

 DUBUQUE FOOD PANTRY 

Please remember to bring items or donations for the Dubuque Food Pantry this summer. The 
donation cart is located in the hallway by the narthex. The program that helps feed children has 
not been renewed and with SNAP being cut we will have many going without meals. What 
ever you do will be appreciated.  Thank You!    ~ Linda Stovall 

SAVE THE DATE! 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27th 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food.” 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED.  SIGN UP TODAY! 

Contact Tom Stovall 563-581-7220  

or tomstov@aol.com 

SUMMER 2022 ACTIVITIES 

JOIN US! 

All Summer Long - Care for our Mission Gardens  

Lots of volunteers are needed to care for all 4 of our Mission Gardens.  There is planting, weeding, watering, harvesting and trans-
porting the harvest to local food pantries. To join in contact Marsha Wilfong at 563-583-6571 or mwilfong62hr@hotmail.com 

All Summer Long – Recycling at Church                                                        

Remember that we have receptacles at church for recycling prescription bottles, batteries, plastic bags (better yet don’t use  them!), 
paper, plastic bottles, and metal cans.  Please use them. 

Thursday, June 23, 2:00 p.m. – Green Team Meeting                                                      

The WPC Green Team meets in the board room for our regular meeting.  Lots of great information and ongoing planning.   New   
members are always welcome.  Please join us if caring for God’s creation and putting your faith in action is your thing!  For more    
information contact Tom Stovall at 563-581-7220 or tomstov@aol.com  

Friday evening, June 24, 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. – Sustainability Fair    

The Green Iowa AmeriCorps and City of Dubuque Sustainability will hold the annual Sustainability Fair at the Upper Bee Branch 
Watershed at 22nd and Prince Streets.  Fun for the whole family with exhibitors, activities, food and information.  Join us there!                                

July 10, 17, 24, 31 (4 Sundays) 3:00-4:15 PM by Zoom – Faith and the Climate Crisis Class  

Faith and the Climate Crisis is a four-week Zoom class offered by the Presbyterian Climate Advocates organization. This class is a 
basic introduction to the climate crisis, environmental justice, and ways people of faith can ramp up our action on behalf of creation 
care--in our individual lives, our congregations, and our advocacy. The class is limited to 40 people and fills up quickly.  Four of our 
members have attended and highly recommend it. SIGN UP TODAY & get more information at www.presbyclimateadvocates.org  

Wednesday, July 13, 1:20 – 2:40 p.m. – Creators Camp For Kids  

Green Team member Rich Henderson will lead the kids in a green learning activity of building worm towers for composting at       
St. Luke’s Methodist Church.  Would you like to help?  Contact Rich Henderson at 563-580-6289 or hs3eagles@gmail.com   

Wednesday, August 3, 1:20 – 2:40 p.m. – Creators Camp For Kids    
Green Team member Paul Uzel will lead the kids in a caring for God’s creation activity of building bird feeders at St. Luke’s       
Methodist Church.  Would you like to help? Contact Paul Uzel at 319-296-8747 or uzeldansen@gmail.com  

mailto:tomstov@aol.com
mailto:mwilfong62hr@hotmail.com
mailto:tomstov@aol.com
http://www.presbyclimateadvocates.org
mailto:hs3eagles@gmail.com
mailto:uzeldansen@gmail.com


Adult Classes 

 Coming this Fall 
 

“Re-Membering” Series, Course #1:  Who We Really Are 
An introduction to our identity as people of God and members of 

Christ’s body, the church. 

Rev. MargaretAnne Overstreet, Teacher 

 

A Geography of God: Exploring the Christian Journey 
An invitation to continue our journey with God.  We will discuss the 

above book by Presbyterian Pastor, Michael Lindvall. 

Dan Emmert and Bonnie Sue Lewis, Facilitators 

 

“What My Grandmother Taught Me”  
A women’s Bible study exploring Biblical women in Jesus’ (and our) 

family tree  

Shirley Meriwether, Facilitator 

Join Us for Worship at 
Westminster 

9:30 a.m. Sundays  
Online or In-person  

Rev. MargaretAnne Overstreet 

Contact Information: 

2155 University Ave.  
  Dubuque, IA 52001 563-583-1729 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

2155 University Ave 

Dubuque IA 52001 

Join us for 

 Communion at  

Bethany Home 

June 19th & July 17th 

at 1:30 p.m. 

to ALL Father’s and for those who 
serve as fathers.  Peace, Joy and Love!  


