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Happy October, friends!  

You may already know this about me, but Autumn is my favorite time of year. Leaves 
changing color and dropping off the trees, cooler temperatures, the beginning of a 
new school year. What’s not to love?  

Autumn also brings a number of things to look forward to in church: the revival of 
Sunday school classes, World Communion Sunday, and stewardship season.  

Wait. What?  
 

Who in their right mind looks forward to stewardship season?  

It sounds a little crazy, perhaps, but I am convinced that if we really understand the 
nature of the term ‘stewardship,’ we would all appreciate the season and more fully 
embrace it.  

Let me explain … 

What is your first thought when you see the word ‘stewardship’ or when someone 
mentions stewardship season? For too many of us, our first thought is: money.  

But stewardship is not about money. No, really. I mean it! 

Stewardship is how we use our God-given gifts. Stewardship is how we use all that we 
have and all that we are to be a part of Christ’s reconciling work in the world.        
Stewardship is the way in which we live out our calling as followers of Christ.         
Stewardship is all the things we do to try to live as Christ’s disciples.  

THAT is what stewardship really means. It’s not just a question of what we do with 
our money. It’s about what we do with our whole lives.  

And because of that, “stewardship” is one of the most important words in the       
Christian faith. If we’re doing it right, stewardship is not something that happens for a 
few weeks every year. It’s something we do every moment of every day. 
 

If stewardship happens every day, then what is stewardship season?  

Every year, the church gives us the opportunity to consider (or reconsider) how we 
are living out our baptismal promises. How are we using all that we have and all that 
we are to do God’s work in the world.  

Every year we are invited to consider where we have fallen short of God’s claim on 
our lives ... and to consider the changes we want to make.  

This year, we’ll do it again.  

As stewardship season rolls around, Westminster will send out pledge cards and    
invite all of us to make a commitment about how we intend to be Christ’s disciples in 
the world in 2023.  

However, before that pledge card arrives in the mail, I invite you to spend a few 
weeks praying about your own discipleship. I hope you’ll take some time to hear how 
God is calling you to spend your life on behalf of God’s kingdom.  
 

Peace.  -MargaretAnne 
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 FROM YOUR  

WESTMINSTER  

PRESBYTERIAN      
CHURCH FOUNDATION: 

 

Planning ahead is 
part of effective 
stewardship.  Plan 
your WILL now —
and include a         
bequest to          
Westminster       
Presbyterian Church. 
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Earlier this fall, each ministry team in the church was invited to “Dream Big and Pray Bigger”… and     
attempt to discern how God is calling them to ministry in the year ahead. The draft of the 2023 budget 
(put together by our ministry teams) is a reflection of the work we believe God is calling us to do.  

As we approach our Stewardship Season, here is a bit of insight into the hopes, dreams, and plans of 
these groups. We hope they inspire you as much as they have inspired us. 
 

Communications Ministry Team 
We are so excited about the work we’ve begun: a new website, dynamic social media campaigns, and 
greater connection with the universities in our community! In the coming year, we want to begin some 
strategic marketing and advertising to help make the community more aware of WPC’s ministries and 
missions! 
 

Technology Ministry Team 
Things are exciting in the Westminster Tech Department. By the end of 2022, we’ll have finished some 
important systemic upgrades, and look forward to using those upgrades to reach more people with our 
worship and ministries than ever before! 
 

Care and Connections Ministry Team 
In the coming year, we’ll continue to focus on making our church campus welcoming and hospitable to 
newcomers, following up with visitors, helping prospective new members plug into the Westminster 
community, and staying connected with those in our church family who we’ve been missing. This is    
important work and we’re excited to see what 2023 brings! 
 

Youth Christian Formation Ministry Team 
Over the past few years, our youth and children’s programs have seen a lot of change, but we’re excited 
about the 2022-23 programmatic year! We are welcoming new adult volunteers, building partnerships 
with sister churches in our area, and ministering to young people of all ages and demographics. Under 
the leadership of Bonnie Sue Lewis, we’re poised for a dynamic, exciting, and meaningful year in 2023. 
 

Adult Christian Formation Ministry Team 
After 8 months of the hard work of rebuilding the Adult Formation ministries, we are so inspired by the 
variety of study/fellowship offerings for adults in 2022 and 2023. As the adult opportunities continue to 
grow, our team hopes to offer speakers, workshops, and retreats … in addition to weekly and monthly 
classes and studies! 
 

Worship and Music Ministry Team 
The focus of the Worship and Music team in the coming year can be summed up in one word: rebuild. 
We want to rebuild our music programs, and reengage those who have long-served in choir, band, or 
handbells. We want to celebrate the refurbished organ in worship. We want to build strong partnerships 
with the tech team, so worship tech is seamless and intuitive. We want to rebuild worship and music  
opportunities for youth and children. We have a lot of hard work ahead of us, but we’re excited for what 
2023 will bring. 

 

 



           

 

Hospitality Ministry Team 
The Hospitality Team is focused on outreach, and we have some dynamic ideas for bringing people to 
Westminster! At our last meeting, we brainstormed creative ways to engage children and parents 
(maybe a Trunk or Treat event?), ways to build relationships with students (maybe a Move-In-Weekend 
event?), and ways to invite the neighborhood (maybe an outdoor Movie Night? a Food Truck event? or 
an Ice Cream Social?) Our team is hoping to provide some fun and fellowship opportunities so that the 
Westminster family can invite our friends! 
 

Missions Ministry Team 
Next year, the Mission Team not only wants to continue to offer opportunities for the congregation to 
serve our neighbors, we also want to help grow the congregation’s understanding of mission! We’re 
hoping to provide scholarships for adults to go to Synod School and to gain ideas and inspiration from 
other Presbyterians. We also want to provide speakers and educational materials, to help us grow into a 
new understanding of mission, in the community and in the world! 
 

Green Team 
The Green Team is getting bigger! Not only are we welcoming new members, but we’re also expanding 
our work to provide opportunities for the congregation and community to foster greater care for God’s 
creation! Care for God’s creation is at the heart of what it means to be a person of faith … and we are 
striving to help the WPC family put our faith in action by including “Care of Creation” as a focus of our 
worship, education, facilities, and outreach. 
 

Personnel Ministry Team 
The Personnel Team is delighted that all of our staff positions are currently held by talented and enthu-
siastic people! Westminster is blessed with a wonderful staff, and our team strives to support them and 
help them function at their best. 
 

Property Ministry Team 
The Property Team has been working diligently - not only to attend to the needs of the church building 
and grounds - but also to insure that our systems are functioning as efficiently as possible, in light of 
dramatically rising utility costs. 
 

The Coffee Crew 
Each week, dedicated volunteers make sure the coffee and donuts are available to all those who attend 
worship in person. While we don’t anticipate that this ministry will change much in 2023, we’re so 
grateful to have this wonderful fellowship opportunity once again (after so many months without it  
during the pandemic)! 
 

Board of Deacons 
Hello from the Deacons! We continue to care for those on our prayer list and “senior calling list” with 
calls, visits, and cards; we provide emergency relief to families in need; and we are instrumental in    
preparing and cleaning up the communion elements. These duties will not change significantly in 2023, 
but we will continue these important services to the Westminster community. 
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                                BOOK EXCHANGE 

 

Think Fall Cleaning!! 

             Thurs., Fri. & Sat., October 27, 28 & 29 

 

 

Autumn is again upon us and getting closer to our Fall Rummage Sale.  A lot of you are already letting me 
know of great items you are donating for this great event.  Remember no TV’s, computers or microwaves.  
Please place clothing on hangers if possible.  Putting out the items needs lots of hands to sort.  All three 
days I will need help and if you can come even for a few hours it would be so much appreciated.  We get a  
little dusty but our team effort is such a joy.  Since cleaning pipes we are all prepared for another church get 
together, right?   

AFTER THE SALE, we will NEED LOTS OF HELP to pack up and deliver the leftovers items.  No Rescue 
Mission pick up this time. Any questions, please call Gerda Preston Hartman at 588-0649.   

 

Thursday, Oct. 27th :   7:00 a.m. to noon – Drop Off Items 

                                           Noon to 6:00 p.m. - Sale to Church members only 

Friday, Oct. 28th :         9:30 a.m. to noon – Re-organize 

                                           Noon to 6:00 p.m. – Sale Opens to the Public 

Saturday, Oct. 29th :    8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Sale to Public 

                                           1:00 p.m. – Pack up...all leftovers must be removed from                 
            Fellowship Hall. 

So far, I have been blessed in finding  a newer calculator with tape!  Off to a good start I’d say.   

God Bless, Gerda Preston Hartman, Chairperson, 563-588-0649 

The Westminster Book Exchange is back as a repurposing 
event sponsored by the WPC Green Team.  Trade all of 
those books you read while having to spend time at 
home.  Bring your used books to the bench by the office 
during the week of October 16. We will put them in some 
sort of order and on Sunday October 23rd you may pick up 
books to last you during the winter.  Please no textbooks 
or really out of date books.  What is left over will go to the 
WPC rummage sale. 



          Faith Formation 

                                             

                                             The Bookworm Corner  

Members have been asking about the best Bible translations.  One that we recommend for                                             
accuracy and readability is the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) or its most recent revision,  
the NRSV Updated Edition (NRSVue).  The NRSV Oxford Annotated Bible, 5th Edition, is used by students,   
professors, clergy, and general readers for in-depth study. 
 

 The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman is the Westminster Book Club pick for the October 19th meeting, 
3:30 in the Church Narthex.  Come join a lively discussion about a group of retirees who solve murder mysteries – 
could this be us???    

 

 Holy Moments, A Handbook for the Rest of Your Life by Matthew Kelly.  Some ideas and actions are so          
powerful that simply becoming aware of them, changes our lives forever.  This inspiring read is worth the invest-
ment.  Check out the YouTube interview with Kelly about the book. 

 

If you have any recommendations for the Bookworm Corner, please contact Shirley Meriwether,   
skmeriwether@hotmail.com.  

It’s Not Too Late:  Join an Adult Education Class! 

All Books and Materials Provided 
Sign up at the Information Station at the Back of the Sanctuary 

Re-Membering: Two Foundational Courses to Explore/Deepen Christian Faith    
Sundays, 10:45 in WPC Board Rm. through November 13 with Pastor MargaretAnne 
 

Continuing the Christian Journey with Michael Lindvall’s A Geography of God 
Thursdays, 7:00 pm, Oct. 6, 20 and Nov. 3 at Emmert’s (2256 Fawn View Dr., Asbury) with Dan Emmert and Bonnie Sue 
Lewis 
 

What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus          
by Merryl Blair (A Horizon Bible Study) 
Thursdays, 11:00 in WPC Board Rm. Oct. 13, 27; Nov. 10, 17; Dec. 1, 15 with Shirley Meriwether and Bonnie Sue Lewis 
 

Advent Study: The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem by Adam Hamilton  
Sundays, 10:45 in WPC Board Rm. November 27, December 4, 11, 18 with Kassandra Powell and Dan Emmert 

 

Youth Gatherings Resume! 

Nursery has reopened during the church hour!  Bring your children 6 months to 5 years old to a safe and     
loving place while you enjoy worshipping with your church family! 

Children’s Sunday School for kindergarten through fifth grades from 10:45-Noon meet downstairs to explore 
what it means to be part of God’s family! 

Teens in grades six through twelve meet every other Sunday afternoon from 5:00 - 6:30 with friends from 
First Presbyterian Church to explore everything from how to make the best pizza to questions of how to 

make sense of our relationship with God!   
 

Mark your calendars and bring your friends!   
 

                                                October 2:  WPC                                               November 13:  FPC 
                                                October 16: FPC                                                 December 4:    WPC 
                                                October 30: WPC                                              December 18:   FPC 
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By the numbers… 

1 or 2 – the number of times a pipe organ should be tuned each year 

2 – the number of technicians required to voice or tune a pipe organ 

3 – the number of manuals, or “keyboards” used to play our organ.  A fourth “keyboard”, or pedalboard, is played with 
the feet. 

4- the number of payments made to Dobson Pipe Organ Builders in 2022 for the renovation project, in the amounts of 
$7,000 (January), $40,000 (June), $30,000 (August), and a final payment for which we are awaiting an invoice.  A few 
hundred dollars were also paid to a local electrician for an LED work lighting system, and to our insurance carrier for 
temporary coverage of certain components while away from the property for repairs. 

19 – the number of UD Track and Football athletes who retrieved all of our stored pipes and other components from 
basement classrooms and from trailers in the parking lot, and carried them up to the pipe chambers in the choir loft so 
we could reassemble the organ. 

27 – the number of stops or voices with which our organ currently speaks 

35 – the number of ranks of pipes contained within our pipe organ 

59 – the current age of our pipe organ 

60 – the number of volunteers who helped with this summer’s renovation project 

61- the number of keys available to the organist in each manual or keyboard 

600- the approximate number of volunteer hours given in the renovation effort 

700- (dollars) proceeds from the July 12 fundraising concert by WPC and NISOM 

1964 – the “birth year” of Westminster’s sanctuary pipe organ 

2019 – the year inspections were made and planning began for the renovation project 

2022- the summer in which the renovation work took place  (June-September) 

9867  -  the M.P. Möller Company’s opus number (serial number) of our sanctuary pipe organ 

45,002 – (dollars) the cost of our pipe organ when originally installed in 1964 

800,000 – (dollars) the insured replacement value of our pipe organ today 

“Priceless” – the shared consensus of those who joined together this summer to make                       
“Renewing A Music Legacy” a reality, for today and for decades to come. 

                                   Thank You! 

 With your lifting, carrying, wrangling 

 With your cleaning of pipes and other surfaces & components 

 With your cooking, baking, salads and hospitality 

 With your cash donations, memorials and fundraising efforts 

 With your friendship, fellowship and patience 

 With your prayers and words of encouragement AND 

 With God’s help, we got it done! 

 Thank You!  Thank You!  Thank You! 



       Volunteer Fun! 
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 Church & Mission News  

 

 

 

 

 

Fall is here and the leaves are starting to drop. The 
Garden at Westminster is looking for a few good 
leaves.  If you have leaves that you want to get rid of 
& you did not spray any chemicals on your yard the 
Garden wants them.  

Give Rich Henderson a call at 580-6289 & he will 
pick them up. The Garden thanks you! 

 

Financial Stewardship 
 through September 25, 2022 

(numbers rounded to the nearest 1,000) 
  

               Year-to-Date Operating Budget  $299,000 
              2022Income                        340,000 
              2022 Expenses          300,000 
              Income over Expenses                         40,000 
 

This includes Pre-paid Pledges and the Previous Year Surplus. 

MISSION GARDEN HARVEST UPDATE:   

1,082.5 as of 9/27 

All is donated to local food banks.  Thanks to the many 
who have contributed to the success of this mission 

project.      

"I planted, Apollos watered, but God made it 

grow."   -- The Apostle Paul in I Corinthians 3:6. 

The Sympathy of the Congregation is extended to 

the family and friends of: 

• Leon Manternach, husband of Glinda Manternach 

 

Our Food Pantry 
Shopping Cart 

 needs to be   

filled up! 

 

This month...let’s fill the shopping cart with  

Peanut Butter and Jelly! 

The Need is Great!  Thanks from the Mission Team. 

 

 

 

 

Westminster will be accepting financial gifts for the 
Peace & Global Witness Offering  through October 
5.  A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering 
enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by 
addressing systems of conflict and injustice across 
the world. Individual congregations are encouraged 
to utilize up to 25% of this Offering to connect with 
the global witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils 
retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and 
reconciliation in the Midwest. The remaining 50% is 
used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advo-
cate for peace and justice in cultures of violence,   
including our own, through collaborative projects of 
education and Christian witness.  Please give as you 
are able to support peacemaking in our community 
and the world.  Offering envelopes will be available 
in the pews.  Place your gifts in the offering plate or 
bring them in to the Church office.  If we each do a 
little, it will add up to a lot.   

 

Here are the Worship stats for Aug./Sept. 

*includes livestream & in-person 

• 8/7/22 – 157                9/4/22 – 131            

• 8/14/22 – 196              9/11/22 – 126 

• 8/21/22 – 168              9/18/22 – 145 

• 8/28/22 – 226              9/25/22 – 110 

Average Worship Attendance Year to Date:  173  
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Saturday, October 1, 9:30 am  St. Elias, the Prophet, Orthodox Church 

Donations can be turned in to the church office now or to donate 
online, go to www.CropHungerWalk.org and designate DBQ, IA. 
It helps support the Rescue Mission, the Dubuque Food Pantry and 
People in Need. 

 

FAIR TRADE TASTING PARTY October 16, from 10:45 am to 2:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  Answer     
people’s prayers for a better life by supporting their products.  Taste and learn how to order SERRV       
products online. 

REV. HEIDI MCGINNIS IS COMING FOR BREAKFAST – at Westminster on October 23 at 8:30 am 
to speak on reaching out with a mission. Come hear her while enjoying oatmeal and sweet rolls with your 
coffee. Rev. Heidi has received the Community Service award from the University of Dubuque. 

Thanks to the stay local portion of the    
Pentecost Offering designated for youth, 
Westminster provided a gift of 2 books  to 
each of the 32 children in our Head Start 
classrooms (total of 64 books).  The teachers 
are shown here with the books.  Each class-
room also received a supply of markers, play 
dough and glue sticks. 

RED BASKET was a great success. We were able to        
assemble 715 period packets to help Women in our         
community. We had 19 volunteers that came to help us 
from the church and the community. 

At the HUNGER OUTREACH in August we 
served 515 people in 195 families and distributed 
over 8,000 lbs. of food.  We were blessed with 
37 volunteers to make it all possible.  



 

To watch the live stream of Sunday Worship please go to our      
Website at wpcdbq.org  or watch on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

CREATION CARE EXPO – All members of the congregation are        
invited to join the Green Team in attending the CLIMATE CARE EXPO 
on SATURDAY, OCTOBER  8th from 10 AM to 2 PM right here at 
Westminster.  The event is being conducted by the Dubuque            
Interfaith Green Coalition and will include information and displays 
from over 15 community organizations with the theme of Caring For 
God's Creation.  There is no registration required.  Please just show 
up and bring your family and friends.   

Join Us for Worship at 
Westminster 

9:30 a.m. Sundays 

Contact Information: 

    2155 University Ave.                                
Dubuque, IA 52001  

563-583-1729 

 

Join Us for Worship 
at Westminster 

9:30 a.m. Sundays 
Or online 

Join us for 

 Communion at  

Bethany Home 

October 16 at 1:30 p.m. 

CHANCEL FLOWERS - Please consider 
providing Chancel Flowers in memory or 
honor of a loved one, special event or just to 
brighten up the altar. Just call the church 
office at 583-1729 and let them know. 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

2155 University Ave 

Dubuque IA 52001 


