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 The holiday season is upon us, whether we’re ready for it or not. Next week, we 
take time to consider all of the things for which we are thankful. And then, before you 
know it, it’s December. 
 It may seem like the Christmas Season is already upon us … but it’s not. Even once  
Thanksgiving is over, it’s STILL NOT the Christmas Season.  
 

It’s Advent. 
 The season of Advent is a very special time in the Church calendar … a time that 
too often gets overlooked. Not only do the four weeks of Advent mark the beginning of the 
new Church year, but they also are intended to give us the space and time to properly   
prepare for the Promised One who is to come. 
 For most of us - and most of those we know - we are definitely expected to spend 
the time between Thanksgiving and Christmas Day doing plenty of preparing! But that 
kind of preparing usually consists of rushing around, buying gifts, cleaning house, making 
travel plans, and planning parties. 
 However, that’s not exactly how the People of God are supposed to prepare for the 
coming Christ. Advent preparations are more about preparing your heart than preparing 
your house. The work of Advent is more about tending to your soul than trimming your 
tree. Reflection rather than receptions. Presence instead of presents. 
 Advent is a time of reflection, quiet introspection, prayer and reconciliation. It is a 
time to do the difficult work of reconnecting where there is disconnection, and rebuilding 
those relationships which have been lost or damaged. It is a time to offer and to receive 
forgiveness and compassion. It is a time for sacrifice and service. 
 Too often that gets lost in the hustle and bustle of the season. Fortunately, it’s not 
too late. As the season of Advent leads us into a new year, I challenge you to reflect on the 
work that you must do in your own life, in preparation for welcoming Emmanuel, God 
With Us. 
 Begin by taking a moment right now to quiet the anxieties and the stress within 
you. Read the words from the late Archbishop Oscar Romero on the next page. Try to         
realign your holiday priorities with the call of Christ. Breathe deep. 
 And, most importantly, in the harried and hurried moments of the season, don’t 
lose sight of the fact that this time of year is not about seeking a good deal. It’s about      
receiving the good news. 
 
        -Pastor MargaretAnne 
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Continued from page 1... 

The God We Hardly Knew by Oscar Romero 

 No one can celebrate a genuine Christmas without being truly poor.  

 The self-sufficient, the proud, those who, because they have everything,  

 look down on others, those who have no need even of God - for them, 

 there will be no Christmas. Only the poor, the hungry, those who need  

 someone to come on their behalf, will have that someone.  

 That someone is God. Emmanuel. God-with-us. Without  

 poverty of spirit there can be no abundance of God. 

 
 

Stewardship Update for the 2023 Ministry Year 

In October 2022, 184 pledge cards were mailed. To date, 80 pledge cards have been returned to the church office. 

Of the 80 pledge cards that have been received, 26 pledges were increased (by $14,341) and 8 pledges were decreased 
(by $7,910). Three households used the online pledge cards, which were new last year. 

As of November 15th, the total amount pledged for the 2023 Ministry Year is $240,686. 

By comparison, the total amount pledged for the 2022 Ministry Year was $265, 265, and the total budgeted expenses 
(from the 2022 budget) is $398,531.  Last year we had a $95,251 surplus  due to a PPP loan from the government, 
which we will not receive again. 

God has inspired us with an ever-developing vision of the future of Westminster, but the road ahead will depend upon 
each of us. Where we have been does not necessarily determine where we are going. Your commitment in this season 
and in the year ahead helps make the way forward for Westminster. 

To those of you who have made a financial pledge, the Stewardship team and Session thank you for your commitment. 

While Session will begin its budget deliberations based on the amount pledged to date, it is not too late to submit your 
financial pledge for the 2023 Ministry Year. 

 

Congregational Meeting this Sun., November 20th! 

Join us following worship.  We will receive the report of the Nominating Committee and will elect    
members to serve as Elders, Deacons and Members At Large of the Nominating Committee for 2023. 

THEN JOIN US for our very first Financial Forum which will allow congregation members to hear 
more about Westminster’s finances and ask questions about the road ahead! 

 

Breakfast with 
Missionary  
Rev. Heidi      
McGinnis 

 The Mission Team 
presented her with a 
$500 check for her 
missionary work. 



          Youth & Adult Christian Formation          

          

Missed out on last year’s Westminster Christmas pageant?  Experienced such joy you want to do it again?!  Please join 
the Youth Sunday School after church on December 18th in Fellowship Hall for a second rendition of “A Very Messy & 
Chaotic Christmas Pageant!”  Youth and adults are invited to re-tell the Christmas story complete with costumes, 
props, and live music as we re-imagine and celebrate the wonderfully timeless, unexpected, and even  chaotic story of 
the Christ child coming down to us at Christmas, born in a smelly stable to a teenaged mother in a land under military 
occupation!  Sound  familiar?!  See you there! 

“A Very Messy & Chaotic Christmas Pageant” 

Advent Study - The Journey to Bethlehem with Adam Hamilton 
A book/video discussion facilitated by Dan Emmert and Kassandra Powell 

Sundays at 10:45 AM, November 27, December 4, December 11  
Westminster Board Room 

Come Join the Journey to the Stable in Bethlehem with Mary and Joseph,  
the Shepherds, the Maji, the Angels and your friends at WPC 

in the preparation for the Birth of the King! 
 

Books provided upon Sign-up for the Class 

  

  What role would you like to play? 
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Sue Brown was baptized, confirmed and married in the Presbyterian Church in Independence, 
Iowa, which is her home town. She has been married to Terry for 50 amazing years, and together 
they have a daughter. Their daughter, son-in-law and granddaughter reside in Kansas. She has a 
love for decorating, especially antiques. 

Carol Loetscher has been an entrepreneur, she wrote a book (called “Wood” about the Millwork 
District), and raised four children (2 of whom still live in Dubuque). She is now happily retired! 
She met her late husband, Dick, at Westminster where they were both longtime members until 
Dick became ill before he passed away in 2012. She says that Westminster is a great community 
and she is happy to be back. 

Kassandra Powell is a University of Washington graduate, a deposit operations legal specialist for 
HTLF, and a mother and grandmother. She enjoys reading, gardening and travel. She says that she 
is "thrilled to have a church home and loving church family again!” 

Carol Chesterman spent much of her formative years at Westminster, and now she’s back! Carol 
is a mother and grandmother and is retired from the UD Nursing faculty. In her retirement, she 
has signed on as one of the Sunday School teachers in the Westminster children and youth        
formation program. 

Don & Linda Schauf have been married for 38 years and have been ministering together for 40. 
First with 5 year olds, then junior high and eventually Senior Ministry. The couple led a          
continuous in-house weekly Bible study for teens for nearly 25 years before retiring from that 
role when their own children moved on to college.  

Some may be surprised to learn that Don & Linda are the proud parents of Lizz Tyler, and the 
doting grandparents of Theia and Winnie. Once you see Linda and Lizz standing side-by-side, 
however, the surprise fades with their resemblance. Linda is a registered nurse, currently      
handling Case Management for Children’s Wisconsin. Don Schauf is the owner and president of 
Catch-22 Creative, one of Milwaukee’s leading advertising and marketing agencies.  

The Schaufs are currently maintaining 2 homes, one in Wisconsin and another in Dubuque. 
Their son and daughter in law – Ethan and Cassie – reside in Milwaukee, where they’re both 
nurses. While in Dubuque, the Schaufs love spending time with Lizz & Luke and the girls and 
enjoying the amazing dining and entertainment opportunities in Dubuque. 

Welcome to Our New Members 

Ann and Bill Miller both grew up in eastern Wisconsin and met at the University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee. Ann worked as a graphic designer and marketing director. Bill worked as 
a structural engineer. They are both retired, although Ann still does some freelance work. 
They have two children and six grandchildren, and recently celebrated their 45th wedding 
anniversary. Bill enjoys gardening and has been involved in Westminster’s mission garden. 
They both enjoy time with family, travel, reading, and especially retirement! 

Tom and Judi Schutt originally hail from the Chicago suburbs of Oak Park and Glen Ellyn 
where they raised their two children.  Since retirement they lived in Micronesia, Arizona and 
Utah until their return to their midwestern roots in Dubuque. They are grateful to be back to 
clean air, good tasting water, and “Iowa Nice” people. 



  Ministry and Mission News 

          
 

Deacons Food Ministry 

Food, Glorious Food! 

In their ongoing work to provide care to those in the congregation who are dealing with particular life challenges, the 
Deacons have added a wonderful new food ministry, which provides meals (one-time or ongoing) to individuals and 
families within the congregation. 

Whether because of a diagnosis, an ongoing illness, a loss in the family, or financial hardships, the Deacons feel that 
this new ministry will be an important part of the way the Westminster congregation shows its care and support of 
one another. 

In partnership with Convivium Urban Farmstead (which provides the meals), the Deacons are able to deliver one 
healthy casserole per family per week. Different sizes are available, depending on the number of people in the house-
hold. 

If you know of someone in the Westminster family who might be in need of such a ministry - or if you find yourself in 
need of such a ministry - please reach out to Westminster’s Care Coordinator Lisa MacNaughton, who can mobilize 
the Deacons, at (563) 279-4545. 

Christmas Joy Offering 
 

     God has offered us a gift in Jesus Christ who opens a door - a door we could not open 
ourselves.  What a gift!  Jesus is the perfect gift; not only in opening the door but coming 
through it.  Scripture affirms “God is with us”!   
     Because being with us is part of God’s story, being with others is part of our call.  The        
Christmas Joy Offering opens doors of opportunity for the leaders who are shaped and  
supported through our gifts - doors that lead to hopeful futures for young people at       
Presbyterian related schools and colleges equipping communities of color.  Our gifts open 
doors that lead to relief for Church workers and their families when emergency need 
arise.   
     Westminster will be taking the Christmas Joy Offering in worship on the 4th Sunday of 
Advent, December 18th and online through the end of the year. Make checks payable to 
Westminster with “Christmas Joy” in the memo line.  Please give generously to the  
Christmas Joy Offering in celebration of God’s perfect gift to us.  If we each give a little, it’s 
adds up to a lot.   

 

Rummage Sale Report 

What a rummage sale it was! 
 

Donated items came in by the truck load and Gerda Hartman (the rummage sale organizer) reports that it was the   
largest rummage sale - with the best items - Westminster has ever had in the 60 years of having the sale. 
 

To date, the income from the sale totals $3782.28, with some of the higher-value items still being offered for sale in other 
venues. We still hope to see the sales total grow to over $4000! 
 

Gerda offers her thanks to the church volunteers and friends who helped each day, before and during the sale, for long 
hours. “I can’t thank everyone for all they mastered and arranged in such a cluttered environment.”  

 

Thanks also to Sue Case, who continues to try to sell some of the higher-value items. The remainder of the unsold items 
were donated to and picked up by Dubuque Rescue Mission. 
 

Of course, the gratitude of the Westminster community goes to Gerda Hartman, not only for her work this year, but for 
many years of service in organizing WPC church rummage sales. Her work has inspired us, and called so many others 
into service. As this will be her last rummage sale, we celebrate her work and offer our enduring thanks. 
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It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas 

     Wreaths for Church Decorations 

Would you like to donate a Christmas 
wreath in honor of or in memory of a 
special someone?  Fill out an envelope 
on the counter in church or email Mary 
Kay at marykay@wpcdbq.org and mail 
your check for $18.  Include the name of 
who your wreath is in memory of. 

Next Sunday Nov. 27th  HELP NEEDED!   

Christmas Decorating 

Sanctuary Christmas decorations go up after worship. A few 
strong bodies are needed (since the decorations are stored in the 
basement) and MANY HANDS can lighten the load. 30 - 60 
minutes of your time can really help! 

Like 2021, the agency that we get our families from does not 
want purchased items but have requested gift cards…  So, 
AGAIN, this year we are asking the congregation to drop off or 
mail in checks to purchase Gift Cards by Mon., December 12th.  
We will buy gift cards from Hy-Vee, Target, Fareway,              
Wal-Mart/Sam’s Club through scrip. Any donations received 
more than what we need, will be donated to Opening Doors. 
There is a huge need in our community and we hope you consider 
making a donation.  Thank you.  

There are forms available if you need one at the office OR on the Hospitality 
table in the Sanctuary. 
 

There are 4 Bethany Residents who will be on the Angel Tree. 
Their wrapped gifts will be due by December 8th. 

Deacons Fund: 

Poinsettias for Christmas 
 

Donations accepted through Dec. 16. 

     

 
Email marykay@wpcdbq.org or call the office at 583-1729 
and mail your $15 or $25 memorial donation.  Include 
who your Poinsettia is in memory of or in honor of. 

THE DUBUQUE         

FOOD PANTRY 

will again be distributing Christmas 
Baskets this year to the food insecure in 
our community.  We are asking your 
church to contribute cash to purchase 
milk, eggs, and meat. We are also      
collecting items for the baskets:  

• canned vegetables and canned fruits  

• boxed potatoes  

•  soup  

•  Mac & Cheese  

•  candy bags/cookies  

•  individual hot chocolate packets  

•  stuffing mix (turkey, chicken, pork)  

•  gravy mix  

•  Personal Care Items:  soap, shampoo 
& conditioner, toilet paper, paper   
towels, & Kleenex. 

Distribution of the baskets will be 
Mon., Dec. 19th, Tues., Dec. 20th and 
Wed., Dec. 21st. We ask that all items 
be here by Friday, December 16th. 
 

Let’s make this Christmas Season    
special for our less fortunate neighbors.   
 

Blessings!  Theresa Caldwell, Exec. Dir. 
       
          We are located at 1310 White Street. 

mailto:marykay@wpcdbq.org


Holiday Worship 

Sunday Morning Advent Worship                                                         

Every Sunday at 9:30am 

 

Come and prepare your hearts for the coming of the Christ Child! Each week, we will light the candles and wait with 
expectation for the promises of God to be fulfilled. The music team is putting together selections surely to inspire, and 
we look forward to the majesty of the season. 
 

Blue Christmas Worship Service 

Wednesday, December 14  at 6:30 p.m. - see  information below 

The holiday season is a hard time for so many of us who grieve, struggle with anxiety or depression, find ourselves alone 
or lonely, or simply struggle to find the light in the midst of the darkness. Our Blue Christmas worship service is intend-
ed to acknowledge the darkness, to make space for those who need a different kind of worship, and to come alongside 
those who struggle. It will be a beautiful and meaningful worship service. 

 

Christmas Eve Worship                     

Saturday, December 24th at 7:00pm 
 

Come and ring in the season with lessons and carols! Our traditional Christmas Eve service will include candles,          
carols, and communion, so save space in your family’s schedule of holiday festivities to worship with Westminster. 
 

Community Christmas Day 

Sunday, December 25th at 10:00 a.m.  - see  information  below 

Come and worship with the larger Dubuque community of faith! Westminster will be joining with other area congrega-
tions for a special Community Christmas Day Worship Service at 10:00am at St. Luke’s UMC (1199 Main St, Dubuque, 
IA 52001). We are excited to be worshipping with our siblings in Christ during this wonderful season!  

Please note that this Community Christmas Day Worship Service will be our only worship service on Sunday, December 25th. 
 

New Year’s Day Service 

Sunday, January 1st  

Plans are underway for an additional community-wide worship service on Sun., January 1st to celebrate New Year’s Day.  
More information will follow once plans are finalized. 
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MISSION GARDEN WRAP UP 

We have harvested & cleaned 1436.7 pounds of produce 
this year in our Mission Garden.  We could not have done 
this without the help of all our volunteers who planted, 
weeded, watered, harvested, cleaned and taken the  produce 
to the Dubuque Food Pantry.  We also want to thank all 
those who raked leaves & helped clean up the garden sites 
and getting them ready for next year. 

A big thank you goes out to those that have their own      
garden & brought in their extra produce to go to the Food 
Pantry.  Their is still a need for food! 

Again -- thanks you  for all the support this year. 

Marsha & Rich 

 

The Sympathy of the Congregation is extended 

to the family and friends of: 

• Betty Carlin, member 

• Dorothy McLean, member  

Here are the Worship stats for Oct. 

*includes livestream & in-person 

• 10/2/22 –   174                

• 10/9/22 –   150               

• 10/16/22 – 172               

• 10/23/22 – 148               

• 10/30/22 – 164 

Average Worship Attendance Year to Date:  172  

Snowbirds... 

Help us to save on postage!  Please notify the office 

when you leave for a period of time, so we can send 

important mail to your temporary address.  Bulk 

mail does not forward.  Thank you! 

Care Notes are available 
in the narthex. 

These 10 page leaflets   
cover subjects such as 
grief, depression, and 

prayer. 
 

Take a look! 

 

Financial Stewardship 
 through October 31, 2022 

(numbers rounded to the nearest 1,000) 
  

                Year-to-Date Operating Budget  $332,000 
               2022 Income            360,000 
               2022Expenses                                    329,000 
               Income Over Expenses                      31,000 
 

This includes the PPP Loan and Pre-paid Pledges.  

Year End Giving 

December is traditionally a generous month at     
Westminster.  Many people complete their pledges 
before the end of the year, and many people give extra 
so we finish the year in the black.   

Thank you for your financial support of            
Westminster Presbyterian Church.   

In order to have your contribution included on your 2022 
Contribution Statement, please make sure it      

arrives at the office by Christmas. 

            Becky Jenkins, Financial Secretary 

 

Also, MargaretAnne will be on vacation  

The week between Christmas and New Year’s. 

Holiday Office Hours 

For Thanksgiving,  the office will close at NOON  
Wed., Nov. 23rd  and ALL DAY  Thurs., & Friday, 
Nov. 24th & 25th . 

 

 

 

For Christmas, since the Holiday is on a Sunday, 
the office will be closed Mon. & Tues., Dec. 26 & 
27.  The  office will also be closed Mon., January 2nd 
for New Year’s Day. 
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We will be giving the prizes out 
for Mission Bingo before 
church on December 18th.    
Bingo sheets must be turned in 
before this date to be counted.   

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17th 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food.” 

WHAT IS WESTMINSTER HUNGER OUTREACH?   

Westminster Hunger Outreach is a hands-on local mission project of our church to help fight hunger and food 
insecurity in our community.  It provides a means for us to put our faith in action and demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for our neighbors and serving their basic needs.   

The project is a program of the WPC Mission Team and endorsed by the Session of our church.  The initiative 
is funded by the Mission Team budget and donations from our church members. It is conducted in partnership 
with the St. Stephen’s Branch of River Bend Foodbank.  

On Saturday, December 17th we will hold our 10th Hunger Outreach food distribution day. Families facing 
food insecurity are invited to come to our church and we will provide them with a supply of food free of 
charge. We hope to serve 200 families and distribute over 15,000 lbs. of food.   

HUNGER OUTREACH SCHEDULE ON DECEMBER 17th  

8:00 AM     Volunteers arrive.  Food trucks arrive from St. Stephen’s.  Food is unloaded and  organized for   
           distribution.  Traffic control and recipient registration begins.  

9:00 AM     Food distribution begins on drive-thru basis.  Recipients remain in vehicle while food  is loaded in 
           the trunk of their car, and continues until food supplies are exhausted.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – JOIN THE HUNGER OUTREACH TEAM!  SIGN UP TODAY 

Around 30 volunteers will be needed from 8:00-11:00 a.m. in the parking lot to provide traffic control, unload 
the food truck, greet and register participants, and load food into their cars. Sign up at the Information Station 
at the back of the sanctuary or in the Church Office, or just contact Tom Stovall at 563-581-7220 or at            
tomstov@aol.com.  Please feel free to invite family, friends and neighbors to help.  Helping out earns you a 
square checked off on your Mission Bingo Card! 

Mission Team Needs Your Help! 

Think Christmas:  

purchase Fair Trade 
 

Help people live better lives by           
purchasing gifts from SERRV 

20% of our sales will go to the                           
Lantern Center.  

You must use our web address for us to receive the 20%!             
Go to Westminster’s Website: serrv.org?a=WPC1 
Also, thank you for all those that helped during the tasting party. 

mailto:tomstov@aol.com


 

To watch the live stream of Sunday Worship please go to our Website at 
wpcdbq.org  or watch on Facebook. 

 
 

Contact Information: 

  2155 University Ave.                                
Dubuque, IA 52001  

563-583-1729 

Join Us for Worship 
at Westminster 

9:30 a.m. Sundays 

Join us for 

 Communion at  

Bethany Home 

December 18 at 1:30 p.m. 

2155 University Ave 

Dubuque IA 52001 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

DACU 40th Annual Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service 

      “Sustaining Creation For All”     

    Wed., Nov. 23rd at 7 p.m.   

Resurrection Church, 4300 Asbury.  
 

Fundraiser is for PIN. Please be generous.   

Non-perishable food & paper goods accepted for Food Pantry.    

Special Music by Charles Barland, organist, and the Dubuque Chorale  
Children’s Choir.   

 

 Guest Preacher is our very own 

 Rev. MargaretAnne Overstreet! 
This is always a beautiful service as our community comes together to give 
thanks.  Let's have lots of folks from Westminster in attendance! 


