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PARTNERSHIP TASK FORCE UPDATE 

We are now Bread of Life Presbyterian Church!
Why “Bread of Life”? 
As a newly unified congregation, formed through 
the faithful merger of Westminster Presbyterian 
and First Presbyterian Churches, we sought 
a name that honored our shared values while 
pointing us forward in hope. After gathering 
feedback and prayerfully discerning among 
several options, Bread of Life Presbyterian 
Church emerged as the name that spoke most 
deeply to our mission, spirit, and faith in Christ. 

A Community Formed and Fed by Christ 
In Scripture, Jesus says, “I am the bread of life. 
Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty” 
(John 6:35). This name reminds us that Christ is 
our source of spiritual nourishment, the one who 
sustains us in every season of life. We are invited 
not only to be fed by Jesus, but to be formed 
by him—into a people who embody his grace, 
extend hospitality, and seek the well-being of 
our neighbors. As a church, we strive to walk with 
humility and courage, offering both stability and 
space for growth.

Rooted in the Gospel, Open to All 
We are a Christ-centered community, 
committed to welcoming people across 
generations and backgrounds:  Inviting All. 
Exploring Faith. Experiencing God. Like the 
first disciples who gathered to break bread 
together (Acts 2:46), we seek to build a life-
giving community where worship, study, service, 
and fellowship come together in meaningful 
ways. Grounded in tradition and open to 
transformation, we hope to embody Jesus’ 
words: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that comes from the mouth of God” 
(Matthew 4:4).

A Name That Points Toward the Future 
A new name is more than a change in signage—it 
reflects a renewed sense of identity and calling. 
As Bread of Life Presbyterian Church, we step 
forward with gratitude for the legacy we inherit 
and hope for the future ministry we are called 
to share. In a world that hungers for meaning, 
compassion, and connection, we trust that God 
will continue to nourish us—and work through 
us—as we follow Christ together. “Because there 
is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for 
we all share the one loaf”  
(1 Corinthians 10:17).

Continued on page 3 
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CHILDREN'S CHURCH
This summer we want to keep connecting with our youngest disciples, 
so kiddos in ages 3-grade 3 get to join our Faith Formation leaders 
for Children’s Church on Sunday, August 10 during worship! They will 
encounter God at a developmentally-appropriate level with safe adults. 
Regular children's programming will resume in the fall. 

POP 
UP3

1 CONGREGATION. 2 CAMPUSES.
Hilltop Campus

Downtown Campus
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SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP THIS SUMMER will be held primarily at the Hilltop Campus; except for 
August 17, which will be held at the Downtown Campus at 1684 Iowa St. All services will be at 9:30am. 
Let’s enjoy the opportunity to be a presence downtown this summer! 

For the FOURTH summer in a row, our congregations will be worshiping at the Arboretum with St. Luke’s 
United Methodist Church in celebration of Creators Camp Sunday, August 24th, 2025 at 10:00am. You 
are encouraged to bring lawn chairs or blankets to sit on, an umbrella or sun hat, and bug spray. If you’d 
like to stay afterwards for fellowship – bring your own picnic! In case of rain, we will meet at SLUMC.

Director of Music Transition 
It is with great appreciation 
for a decade of faithful 
service to Westminster 
Presbyterian Church we 
share with you that Dr. Luke 
Tyler will be transitioning 
out of his role as Director 
of Music here at the end 
of August. Throughout 
these many years, Luke has 
blessed the congregation 

with his musical skills and leadership, maintaining a 
consistent worship voice through several pastoral 
transitions. 

Earlier this summer, Luke was notified by the 
leadership of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, where 
he also serves in music ministry, their intent to 
move their worship service to 10:00am. This 
change precipitated Luke evaluating next steps 
for his service to the church; and with discernment, 
he made the difficult decision to remain in service 
at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. His last Sunday 
as Director of Music at this church will be Sunday, 
August 31, 2025.

While this saddens us, we understand that service 
to the church includes shifts, and we know Luke will 
continue to do great things in the Dubuque faith 
community. We will celebrate his ministry here on 
Sunday, August 31, 2025 with a reception following 
worship, and invite you to let him know how he has 
impacted your faith through the giving of cards. 
Please come and show him your love and support!

•	 Legal name change to Bread of Life 
Presbyterian Church

•	 Develop ad hoc Session Committee to review 
and draft Bread of Life Presbyterian Church 
By-Laws, have Session review and prepare for 
both congregational approval and adoption.

•	 Establish Membership Transition Plan from 
WPC/FPC to BoL. 

•	 Finalize Plan of Union document and 
have Sessions and John Knox Presbytery 
Administrative Commission approve.

•	 More to follow! 

Unification – What’s next?

The Logo

Our new logo is designed 
to communicate the above 
in visual form. First, you 
will note the prominence 
of the wheat and the 
heart. The stylized wheat 
stalks represent the new 
life we receive in Christ. The heart is symbolic of 
the love we share in and through Christ. Second, 
there are two colors used to represent the two 
congregations coming together. Watch for an 
opportunity to purchase “merch” to rep our new 
name on t-shirts, mugs, bags, hats, and more in 
an upcoming online merchandise store! 

Continued from page 1 
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Hunger Outreach a True Community Partnership
Our congregation conducted a Hunger Outreach 
event on Saturday, June 28 at 17th and Main in 
downtown Dubuque. 

Here are the results by the numbers

•	 106 cars came through the parking lot

•	 55 walk-up recipients were served

•	 181 families were served

•	 467 people were in those families

•	 7,132 lbs. of food was distributed

•	 130 personal hygiene bags were distributed by our 
friends from 1st Congregational Church

•	 41 volunteers made it happen!

Hunger Outreach is a true community partnership. 
We truly appreciate our continued partnership with 
Kathy Hutton and the St. Stephen’s Branch of the 
River Bend Foodbank. Thanks to Kate Tully for the 
use of the parking lot. Thanks to the City of Dubuque 
Engineering and Traffic Departments for planning the 
route and providing the signs to direct traffic.  And to 
the members of the Dubuque County Food Providers 
Network for helping us to get the word out to the 
community about this event.  Also, to our friends at 
the Dubuque Unitarian Universalist Fellowship for 
providing restroom facilities. 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE NEXT 
HUNGER OUTREACH ON SATURDAY, SEPT.  27.

To volunteer, contact Tom Stovall 
tomstov@aol.com.

Do you love music?  Do you have a gift that you’d 
like to share on Sunday mornings? We’re inviting 
YOU to be part of our church’s vibrant Music 
Ministry!

Whether you’re a seasoned musician or simply 
enjoy praising God through music, there’s a place 
for you here. All groups are currently looking for 
new members — the main requirement is a willing 
heart! 

Choir: Steve Peake and Kristen Eby, directors - 
Rehearsal Weds evening or Sunday after worship.

Handbells: Kristen Eby, director – Rehearsals 
Wednesdays at 5 pm.

Band: Sally Stulken, director – Rehearsals the 
morning of presentation.

Special Music Offerings: Contact Kristen Eby.

Come and be part of a community that worships 
through music, supports each other, and helps lead 
our congregation in meaningful praise. If you're 
interested or have questions, please contact the 
director or Kristen Eby at keby@dbq.edu.

Let’s make a joyful noise together!

Join the Music Ministry – Choir, Handbells, Band, Special Music
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I started the CRE (Commissioned Ruling Elder) 
process while continuing to teach at Hempstead 
High School. Most of the classes could be finished in 
summer or during school breaks. For part of the time 
I was also filling in on session. The CRE or CP is badly 
needed in the PCUSA today. There are fewer and 
fewer people who will serve small churches or even 
medium sized ones. If anyone has an interest in doing 
this, I would recommend limiting yourself to one or 
two classes per round. 

On June 1st, I served my first official day as pastor of 
Christ United Presbyterian Church in Oelwein. Beth 
was officially appointed Parish Associate on July 18th 
although it has been a team ministry from the start 
when Beth was appointed moderator to the session 
by John Knox Presbytery. 

Oelwein is a small town near Independence, Iowa in 
Fayette County. It is a close-knit community with an 
astonishing amount of local outreach for a smaller 
congregation. In many ways, the town of Oelwein 
bears the marks of a railroad town. Known as the 
“Hub City,” Oelwein continues to pay homage to the 
days when it was a major hub and repair shop for four 
rail lines under Chicago Great Western Rail. Many 

church members had early jobs around rail. Today, 
agricultural work is predominant. 

We are both very grateful for the support we have 
received from our First Presbyterian and Westminster 
Presbyterian brothers and sisters as we have 
navigated this CRE process. Your continued prayers 
are greatly appreciated for this ministry. 

From left, Beth McCaw, Mark Stewart (Clerk of Session), and 
Scott McCaw

Scott and Beth McCaw Serve Church in Oelwein
By Scott McCaw

This fall, Marsha Wilfong will be leading a 9-week 
Bible study on the Book of Amos. We’ll meet 
Thursdays at 11:00 am, Sept. 18 – Nov. 13 in the 
board room. 

Join us as we get to know this interesting Old 
Testament Prophet – and the surprising relevance 
of his message for today.

Discovering the Book of Amos

Don't miss this awesome opportunity for 
spiritual growth offered by our very own 
PCUSA University of Dubuque Theological 
Seminary!  

THE 2025 WOODS LECTURE SERIES: The 
Church’s Witness in the World will feature two 
prominent church leaders. 

On August 5th at 11:00am in Blades Chapel, 
Bishop Kennetha J. Bigham-Tsa will present; 
then on August 12th at 11:00am in Blades 
Chapel, Co-Moderator of the PCUSA Rev. Tony 
Larson will present. 

Lunch is provided following, simply RSVP to 
UDTS@dbq.edu.

Lecture Series at UDTS
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The annual Synod School was held 
at Buena Vista University in Storm 
Lake, Iowa July 20-25 with 608 
people from 28 states and 2 foreign 
countries in attendance. The youngest 
participant was 6 months old. The 
oldest participant was a 102 year old 
lady who played the organ during one 
of our worship services. During the 
school over 250 personal hygiene kits 
were packaged for use by Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance. 

Attending from our church were: Sue 
Dravis, Dan Emmert, Tom and Linda 
Stovall, Lisa McMahon (Tom and Linda's 
daughter), along with her sons Caden, 
Lewy, and Edgar.

Dan served as a mentor to the class 
for lay pastors (Commissioned Ruling 
Elders), Linda taught a class on 
genealogy, and Tom was the teacher of 
a class on churches fighting hunger. 

Synod School - An Awesome Event!

Join us in lively discussions on a different book each third Wednesday of the month at 3:30 pm. See 
our list of reads by month: 

August 20 - My Name is Emilia del Valle by Isabelle Allende

In San Francisco in 1866, an Irish nun, abandoned following a torrid relationship with 
a Chilean aristocrat, gives birth to a daughter named Emilia del Valle. Raised by a 
loving stepfather, Emilia grows into an independent thinker and a self-sufficient 
young woman.

To pursue her passion for writing, she is willing to defy societal norms. At the age 
of seventeen, she begins to publish pulp fiction using a man’s pen name. Then she 
turns to journalism, convincing an editor at The Daily Examiner to hire her. There she 
is paired with another talented reporter, Eric Whelan.

As she proves herself, her restlessness returns, and with Eric, she goes to cover 
a brewing civil war in Chile. While there, she meets her estranged father and delves into the violent 
confrontation in the country where her roots lie.

For questions or more information, please contact Deb Seiffert – debseiffert@gmail.com.

LIKE TO READ? 
Join Our Book Group 
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SympathyW I T H  D EEPE S T

Our entire congregation extends  
sincere sympathy to the family and  
friends of these church members  

who recently passed:

Bill (William) Porter

Nancy Ann Zurcher
Blessed are those who mourn, for they  

shall be comforted. – Matthew 5:4

Tickets available online. 
Scan here or go to 

dubuquerescue.org

2025 Starfish 
Campaign Announced
The Mission Team will 
be doing the Starfish 
Campaign again this 
year on August 31 and 
September 7th. This 
was the first event 
that both churches 
held together last 
summer.  The Mission 
Team will match all 
contributions up to $1,000 that are received.

In 2024 John Knox Presbytery received 
$40,501.99 from area churches which particpated 
in the fundraiser. It canceled $5,306,408.27 
medical debt for 4,726 families. This is a worthwhile 
opportunity for all of us to help families in need.

ALL AGES ARE INVITED TO 

GAME NIGHT
August 23 • 6 - 8 pm

Fellowship Hall
Bring snacks to share!

Try out one of our 
games, or bring 

your own!

Bread of Life  
Mission Grants
The Mission Team approved the following grants in 
June.

Dubuque Rescue Mission: $2,400 to provide milk 
from July through December. They serve as many 
as 250 people daily and up to three meals a day. This 
makes sure that the children, guests and homeless 
men are taken care of.

Church Men’s Group: to provide a meal at the 
Rescue Mission on June 22.

Kenya Eagle Mission: a gift of $500 to a Christian 
Mission in Kenya. Mark Stant and First Presbyterian 
have been supporting these families. There has been 
support in the past to provide Bibles and for food aid.
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Spend Time Outside
Take some time to appreciate the outdoors. Go for a walk, play with the kids, 
play sports, go to the park for a picnic, or go camping.  Find more ways to enjoy 
God’s beautiful and wonderful creation.

2155 UNIVERSITY AVE   |   DUBUQUE, IA 52001

CARE
CART

Each month, Bread of Life helps those in need in our community. 
Look for the Care Cart located in the back of the sanctuary at our 
Hilltop Campus. We’ll rotate recipients as follows:

First and Third Week – Dubuque Food Pantry to help feed local 
families. (No egg cartons).

Second Week – Opening Doors. Items needed are: High efficiency 
laundry detergent, tall trash bags, Clorox disinfecting wipes, toilet 
paper, paper towels, Dawn soap, liquid hand soap, and personal 
items such as toothpaste, tooth brushes, etc.

Fourth Week – Dubuque Rescue Mission. Toiletry items: body 
wash/shampoo (no bars) toothbrushes/toothpaste, deodorant, 
underwear, granola bars, beef jerky, fruit snacks, Chapstick, first aid 
supplies, high efficiency laundry detergent (pods).

If you have questions contact Linda Stovall, Mission Chair at  
linstov@aol.com.

LET’S FILL THE 
CARE CART!


