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 December  14th , 2025 |  Morning  Worship  10:0 0  am 
 

If You Are Worshipping … 
Online  – All the worship songs and words will be on your screen so that you can fully participate.  
 

In The Sanctuary  – If you are comfortably able, we invite you to stand during portions of worship 

marked with an asterisk (*). The congregation reads items listed in bold text. Please note:  Our service 

is always live - streamed with multiple cameras in the sanctuary. You will likely be on camera at some 

point during your worship experience.  
 

With Children – We are delighted with the presence of (and the sounds of) children in worship. 

Children are welcome to use any of the resources in our PrayGround (located behind the back pews). 

The back pews are for adults accompanying  children using the PrayGround, and the rocking chairs 

are reserved especially for nursing mothers or adults whose children need a cuddle and some rocking. 

Also, childcare is available in our nursery down the hall for children up to age 5.  
 

Prayer Requests  – Each week, we encourage folks to share their joys and concerns with one another 

using the Prayer Cards in the pews. Please complete a Prayer Card and place it in the offering plate 

during worship. This will ensure your prayers are lifted up to God in worsh ip and/or in private.  
 

   Special accommodations  –  

   Assisted listening devices  are available at the back of the sanctuary.  

   Anyone with mobility issues  is welcome to use the padded green chairs located strategically      

   throughout the sanctuary. There are spaces within the pews for wheelchairs. Ushers are happy to   

   assist you with these or other accommodations.  

   Wheelchairs are available  to use for church or to get down to Fellowship Hall.  Please ask an usher  

   or greeter. They can assist you.  
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GATHERING  MUSIC  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

MINUTE FOR MISSION             Joy Offering                                                                                                    Sue Dravis  

FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION   
In a world that is lonely, we will save a seat for you.  

In a world that is anxious, we will light candles against the gloom.  

In a world that is weary, we will sing songs of joy and truth.  

 

PRELUDE  Let Us Ever Walk                                                     arr. Osman  

*CANDLE LIGHTING LIT URGY  

In the beauty of this Advent season, we light candles of hope and peace.  

The candles are lit.  

As we work to make the earth as it is in heaven:  

The joy of the Lord fills our hearts and reminds us of the true meaning of this 

season.  

We light this candle as a sign of God’s presence and grace.  

We light this candle to remember that Christ is our joy.  

A candle is lit.  

Our joy is not found in wrappings or trimmings, or under a tree.  

Our joy comes from the Lord, maker of heaven and earth!  

And the day is coming when the whole world will know God’s joy!  

*O PENING HYMN  # 97               Watchman, Tell Us of the Night                                                                

CALL TO CONFESSION  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

But we confess that often we try to replace your gift with our own efforts.  

We try to complete what is already perfect;  we try to add to what is already full;  

we try to earn what we already have.  Forgive us for our foolishness.  

Help us to focus on your grace.  Bring us back to the joy of our salvation – your gift 

to us – and help us to live grateful lives in return.   
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SILENT CONFESSION  

*HYMN  # 92                                                 While We Are Waiting, Come                                                                

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  

**PASSING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you.   
And also with you.   

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

SERMON                                                    “Christmas Letters  Play”   

*HYMN OF RESPONSE # 121          O Little Town of Bethlehem  

THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY                                        Rondeau Carol                                                                      by  Cooman       

*DOXOLOGY  #606                                     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  

PRAYER  OF  DEDICATION  & PETITION  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from  evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

*SENDING HYMN # 105                   People, Look East (vv. 1,2,4,5) 

*BENEDICTION  

*POSTLUDE                                          Fling Wide the Door                                                                                      arr. Prentiss  

 
* Please rise in body or spirit.  
**Please take a moment to extend the peace of Christ to one another by greeting those around you. 

Say “hello,” wave, learn each other’s names -  whatever feels most comfortable to you.   
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CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS  

ENJOY THE CHRISTMAS PLAY TODAY! The BoL youth and adults will present a special 

play today as our message during worship: Christmas Letters . Through story and reflection, 

they will help us celebrate and share the true meaning of Christmas. Thank you to Sara Blair 

and Rev. Kaity Kemp for coordinating this wonderful message!  

Our Candlelight Lessons & Carols  CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP will be held on Wednesday, 

December 24th at 7:00pm ( Hilltop Campus –2155 University). Come and celebrate our 

newborn king, Jesus the Christ!   

CHRISTIAN FORMATION PROGRAMS are taking a  break  the next two weeks. There will 

be no  9:00am classes or evening Youth Group on Sunday, 12/21 or Sunday, 12/28. See you 

back on the first Sunday of January 2026!   

IT'S TIME FOR A YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY! Youth in grades 7 - 12 are invited for food, 

fun, and festivities  TODAY from 11:30am - 1:00pm. We will meet at Driftless Pizza (333 E 

10th Street) for lunch and then head down to the arcade for more holiday fun. Parents, 

please plan to drop off and pick up your youth. The church will provide $5 in quarters for 

each person.  

A BRIGHTER CHRISTMAS IN A BAG! It's not too late to contribute to the Christmas 

Baskets that the Dubuque Food Pantry distributes for the holidays! Simply pick up a 

reusable tote bag from the church office during the week with a list of needed items inside, 

fill it up with some and bring the filled bag back to church THIS SUNDAY 12/14. The bags 

will be blessed in worship and delivered to the Dubuque Food Pantry the next morning. 

Thanks for helping with this Mission Team project!   

VOLUNTEER FOR HUNGER OUTREACH DECEMBER 20 -  Our Christmas Hunger 

Outreach food distribution will be held near our downtown campus on Saturday, December 

20 (parking lot at 17th &   Main). 30+ volunteers will be needed from 8:00 - 10:30 a.m. to 

provide traffic control, greet and register participants, organize food for distribution, load 

food into cars and assist walk - up recipients. We can provide everyone with a job that 

matches their comfort level. There will be a warming center with hot dri nks. Sign up today at 

the Information Desk or contact Tom Stovall at 563 - 581- 7220/tomstov@aol.com. Be sure 

to sign up in advance to receive volunteer communications and instructions.  Feel free to 

invite others to volunteer.   
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WEATHER BAD? IS CHURCH CANCELED?   If inclement weather exists , Sunday morning 

worship  may be canceled out of an abundance of caution. Such a decision will be made no 

later than 7am Sunday morning, and will be emailed and posted on the Bread of Life website. 

If Sunday morning worship is canceled, there will be no  Sunday evening activities . During the 

week,  we will follow the Dubuque Community Schools closings and/or delays. Please be 

diligent in planning for winter weather circumstances.  

 CARE CART: Next Sunday we fill the Care Cart for the Dubuque  Food Pantry, to help feed 

local families. Please bring non - perishable food items with you and place them in the cart 

before worship! Thanks!   

BOL BOOK CLUB – Invites you to join in watching the film Same Kind of Different as Me , 

December 18 th at 1:00pm in the Board Room.  

CHANCEL FLOWERS.  Please consider providing Chancel Flowers in memory of or honor 

of a loved one, special event, or just to brighten up the altar. Call the church office to sign up 

at 563 - 583 - 1729.  

GREEN TEAM TIP – A Water Bottle for Christmas  Here’s  a great gift idea for yourself and 

everyone you know.   Consider giving a reusable water bottle.   You can cut down on plastics 

by carrying a water bottle.   Get a reusable one made of aluminum rather than plastic.   No 

need to buy bottled water.   Save money!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Care Clusters  
An exciting initiative is in the works for Bread of Life! In the next couple of weeks, 

you will be contacted by a facilitator of your Care Clusters . Read the November 

Newsletter for more information on Care Clusters, and feel free to let the  

facilitators or Sam Wu know , if you have any questions, comments, or concerns 

regarding Care Clusters.  

Call/Text: 563 - 279 - 4545  

Email: samuelwu30@gmail.com  

mailto:samuelwu30@gmail.com
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SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS  

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS  
  

• For those  folks navigating ongoing health concerns:  Gene Myers, Joyce Bausman, 

Jolene Kilcoyne, Angie  Lockhart , Lois and  Doug Pearce,  HannaRose Otting, 

Ella,  Tom Stovall, Betty  and Leon Thompson,  Peter  Woodruff , and  Ann Miller . 

• For Edgar McMahon, grandson of Tom and Linda Stoval, while recovering from 
major dental surgery.  

• We share in gratitude for the completion of Marsha Wilfong's  radiation treatments, 
and continue to pray for good results for upcoming cancer scans.  

• For Deb Stant’s sister Ruth Ann , who has been diagnosed with cancer.  

• For  Joyce Veach  who had a stroke while dealing with her cancer treatments  and is 

now in hospice care . 

• For all those on the  Deacons Care List . 

• For all experiencing complicated emotions during this holiday season.  

• Thank you, Bread of Life Volunteers , for all the contributions towards  the success 

of the community Thanksgiving dinner . The warmth and hospitality provided at 

Bread of Life was impressive. - Jason Neises  Community Foundation of Greater 

Dubuque.  

 

HAVE A PRAYER CONCERN OR JOY TO SHARE?  Folks on the Bread of Life  Prayer 

Chain  would be honored to pray for you. Simply email Pastor Stephanie at fpcdbq.pastor 

@gmail.com, and she will distribute your request. You may also join the Bread of Life  Prayer 

Chain this way!  For Pastoral Care  please call (563 ) 279 - 4545  or the church offic e. 
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*All activities will take place at Bread of Life’s Hilltop Campus, unless otherwise noted. *  

 

 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR  

Sunday, December  14th    Wednesday, December 1 7 th   

9:00am  -  Sunday School/Christian Formation  9:15am – Staff Meeting, WR  

10:00am – Sunday  Worship  5:30pm – Handbell Choir Rehearsal, S  

11:0 0am – Youth Christmas Party , FH  7:00pm – Keyway Lodge AA Group, HS  

11:00am - Coffee & Fellowship, NTX   

5:30pm – Mom’s on Fire, CR  Thursday, December 1 8 th  

 1:00 pm  – BOL Book Club, BR  

Monday, December 15th   

1:30pm – Good Futures  Team Mtg, BR  Friday, December 19th  

4:30pm – Friends Yoga, C   

6:00pm – Pack 20, HS  Saturday, December 20 th  

 9:00am -  Hunger Outreach, DT  

Tuesday, December 16th   

9:00am – Tai Chi, FH  Sunday, December 21th  

10:30am – Cable Car Quilters, FH  10:00am – Sunday  Worship  

4:30pm – Session (Set - up), BR, K  11:00am - Coffee & Fellowship, NTX  

6:0 0pm – Heartland Harmony, S  1:30pm – Worship at Bethany Home  

6:00pm – Boy Scouts, DT   

6:00pm – Session Mtg, BR, K   

 

  

CHURCH MINISTRY LEADERSHIP  

CHURCH STAFF:  
Lead Pastor: Rev. Stephanie Ells  
Associate Pastor: Rev Kaity Kemp  

Business Manager : Jeffrey T. Gladwin  
Director of Music: Kristen Eby  
Care Coordinator:  Sam Wu #563 - 279 - 4545  
Band Director: Sally Stulken  
Co - Choir Director:  Steve Peake  
 

 

 

TODAY’S SERVICE:  
Preacher: Rev. Stephanie Ells  
Liturgist s: Marilyn Emmert  

Candles: Charlie Brehm & Rich Henderson  
Greeters: Tom & Linda Stovall  

Ushers: Randy Roos & Carolyn Dausener  

Hospitality Set Up: Carolyn Dausener  

Hospitality Clean  Up:  Lizz Tyler  

563 - 583 - 1729 | www.breadoflifedbq.org  l  administrator@wpcdbq.org  

 

http://www.breadoflifedbq.org/
mailto:administrator@wpcdbq.org

