BREAD-<rLIFE

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

December 21%t, 2025 | Morning Worship 10:00 am

If You Are Worshipping...
Online - All the worship songs and words will be on your screen so that you can fully participate.

In The Sanctuary - If you are comfortably able, we invite you to stand during portions of worship
marked with an asterisk (*). The congregation reads items listed in bold text. Please note: Our service
is always live-streamed with multiple cameras in the sanctuary. You will likely be on camera at some
point during your worship experience.

With Children - We are delighted with the presence of (and the sounds of) children in worship.
Children are welcome to use any of the resources in our PrayGround (located behind the back pews).
The back pews are for adults accompanying children using the PrayGround, and the rocking chairs
are reserved especially for nursing mothers or adults whose children need a cuddle and some rocking.
Also, childcare is available in our nursery down the hall for children up to age 5.

Prayer Requests - Each week, we encourage folks to share their joys and concerns with one another
using the Prayer Cards in the pews. Please complete a Prayer Card and place it in the offering plate
during worship. This will ensure your prayers are lifted up to God in worship and/or in private.

Special accommodations -

Assisted listening devices are available at the back of the sanctuary.

Anyone with mobility issues is welcome to use the padded green chairs located strategically
throughout the sanctuary. There are spaces within the pews for wheelchairs. Ushers are happy to
assist you with these or other accommodations.

Wheelchairs are available to use for church or to get down to Fellowship Hall. Please ask an usher
or greeter. They can assist you.



GATHERING MUSIC
ANNOUNCEMENTS

FORPRAYER AND REFLECTION
We stand on the cusp: the promise is almost fulfilled.
We wait with bated breath: the child is almost here.
We trust the well-loved story: God is truly with us.

PRELUDE Stifl, Still, Still arr. G Sebesky
Church Band

*CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY
In the beauty of this Advent season, we light the candles of hope, peace, and joy.
The candles are lit.
As we near the birth of Christ, we make room in our hearts for the fullness of God'’s love.
We lift our heads and rise up high so the glorious king can enter!
We light this candle as a sign of God’s endless love for us.
We light this candle to remember that Christ is our love.
A candle is Iit.
We love because God first loved us.
And the love of God shall be known in every corner of the earth for the earth is
the Lord’s, and everythingin it!

*OPENING HYMN #104 O Lord, How Shall | Meet You

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Shepherd of our souls, we anticipate your coming but do not feel ready.
We have done too much, and not done enough.
We have focused too much on ourselves, and not enough on others.
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we might be saved.

SILENT CONFESSION



*HYMN #92 While We Are Waiting, Come
*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

**PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 24 (pg 466)
SERMON "Songs of our Faith: "Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates"
*HYMN OF RESPONSE #102 Savior of the Nations, Come

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: An Advent Creed+
We believe in one God, who is Creator,
maker of all we see and all we don't see.
Who is Ruler of the universe: Source of all creation!
We believe in one God, who is Jesus Christ,
God from God, Light from Light, true God and true human.
He is one with the Creator;
the Word made flesh, our Messiah: Savior of all creation!
We believe in one God, who is Holy Spirit,
Breath of God moving among us;
Who is one with the Creator; one with the Christ;
our Comforter and our Guide: Mentor of all creation!

THE OFFERING Joy Offering
OFFERTORY Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne by Wagner
*DOXOLOGY #606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

PRAYER OF DEDICATION & PETITION



THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kihngdom come. Thy will
be done, on earth asitis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kihngdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*SENDING HYMN #93 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE The Gallery Carol arr. Broughton

* Please rise in body or spirit.

**Please take a moment to extend the peace of Christ to one another by greeting those around you.
Say "hello,” wave, learn each other’s names - whatever feels most comfortable to you.

+“Advent Creed” written by Lisa Frenz



CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING

Collected This Sunday 12/21!!!
The Christmas Joy Offering is a Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A) special offering that supports church leader’s
past, present, and future. Gifts to this offering
provide financial assistance to current and retired
church workers and their families in times of need,
and support leadership development and education
at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. The
Mission Team invites the congregation to participate
in this offering as a way of sharing God's joy and care
with the wider church.

Our Candlelight Lessons & Carols CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP will be held on Wednesday,
December 24th at 7:00pm (Hilltop Campus-2155 University). Come and celebrate our
newborn king, Jesus the Christ!

CHRISTIAN FORMATION PROGRAMS are taking a break the next two weeks. There will
be no 9:00am classes or evening Youth Group on Sunday, 12/21 or Sunday, 12/28. See you
back on the first Sunday of January 2026!

WEATHER BAD? IS CHURCH CANCELED? If inclement weather exists, Sunday morning
worship may be canceled out of an abundance of caution. Such a decision will be made no
later than 7am Sunday morning, and will be emailed and posted on the Bread of Life website.
If Sunday morning worship is canceled, there will be no Sunday evening activities. During the
week, we will follow the Dubuque Community Schools closings and/or delays. Please be
diligent in planning for winter weather circumstances.



CARE CART: Next Sunday we fill the Care Cart for the Dubuque Rescue Mission. DRM
appreciates donations of: Body wash/shampoo, granola bars, large boxes of cereal, #10 cans
of vegetables or fruit, deodorant, and toothpaste. Thanks!

CHANCEL FLOWERS. Please consider providing Chancel Flowers in memory of or honor
of aloved one, special event, or just to brighten up the altar. Call the church office to sign up
at 563-583-1729.

SCRIP Help support our church programs. Visit the SCRIP table today in the Narthex. Itis
not too late to pick up some gift cards for Christmas.

GREEN TEAM TIP - Merry Christmas! Your Green Team wishes you and yours a Merry
Christmas! As we celebrate the birth of the Christ, we would like to encourage you

to take some time to give thanks and reflect with family on God's wonderful gift
of creation and ways you can better care for that creation in the year

ahead. Even small things can produce big results when we all do them. Please
share your thoughts with us. We would love to hear them!

Today’s Chancel
Flowers are
provided in

Loving Memory
of Marques
Jozefowicz

Care Clusters
An exciting initiative is in the works for Bread of Life! In the next couple of weeks,
you will be contacted by a facilitator of your Care Clusters. Read the November
Newsletter for more information on Care Clusters, and feel free to let the
facilitators or Sam Wu know, if you have any questions, comments, or concerns
regarding Care Clusters.
Call/Text: 563-279-4545
Email: samuelwu30@gmail.com



mailto:samuelwu30@gmail.com

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS

e Forthose folks navigating ongoing health concerns: Joyce Bausman, Jolene
Kilcoyne, Angie Lockhart, Lois and Doug Pearce, HannaRose Otting, Ella, Betty
and Leon Thompson, Peter Woodruff, and Ann Miller.

e For Deb Stant's sister Ruth Ann, who has been diagnosed with cancer.

e ForJoyce Veach who had a stroke while dealing with her cancer treatments and is
now in hospice care.

e Forallthose on the Deacons Care List.
e Forall experiencing complicated emotions during this holiday season.

e For Neil and Lisa MacNaughton, who welcomed their first grandchild, Violet Micole
MacNaughton born on 12/5/25. Parents are Andrew and Dani MacNaughton.

o For Gene Myers, Jolene Kilcoyne’s dad, who is in the final stages of his life; and for
Jolene and family as they walk alongside him.

HAVE A PRAYER CONCERN OR JOY TO SHARE? Folks on the Bread of Life Prayer
Chain would be honored to pray for you. Simply email Pastor Stephanie at fpcdbg.pastor
@gmail.com, and she will distribute your request. You may also join the Bread of Life Prayer
Chain this way! For Pastoral Care please call (563) 279-4545 or the church office.



*All activities will take place at Bread of Life's Hilltop Campus, unless otherwise noted. *

CHURCH CALENDAR

Sunday, December 21*

10:00am - Sunday Worship
11:00am -Coffee & Fellowship, NTX
1:00am - Choir Rehearsal, S
1:30pm - Worship at Bethany Home

Monday, December 22"¢

4:30pm - Friends Yoga, C

5:30pm - Hospitality/Outreach Mtg, BR
6:00pm - Pack 20, HS

Tuesday, December 23™
9:00am - Tai Chi, FH

Wednesday, December 24t
Office Closed Early

8:00am - Men's Coffee, FH

7:00pm - Christmas Eve Service

CHURCH MINISTRY LEADERSHIP

Thursday, December 25%"
Office Closed
5:30pm - YL Class, FH

Friday, December 26"

Saturday, December 27t
12:00pm - Moldenhauer Party, FH

Sunday, December 28"

9:30am - Choir Warm-up, S
10:00am - Sunday Worship
11:00am -Coffee & Fellowship, NTX

CHURCH STAFF:

Lead Pastor: Rev. Stephanie Ells

Associate Pastor: Rev Kaity Kemp

Business Manager: Jeffrey T. Gladwin
Director of Music: Kristen Eby

Care Coordinator: Sam Wu #563-279-4545
Band Director: Sally Stulken

TODAY'S SERVICE:

Preacher: Rev. Stephanie Ells

Liturgists: Ethan Blair

Musicians: Church Band

Candles: HannaRose Otting & Carol
Chesterman

Greeters: Jon Davison & Shirley Merriwether
Ushers: Adam Etheridge & Alex Jack
Hospitality Set Up: Doug & Jean Cheever
Hospitality Clean Up: Shirley Merriwether

563-583-1729 | www.breadoflifedbg.org | administrator@wpcdbg.org
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