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 January  18 th, 202 6  | Morning  Worship  10:0 0  am 
 

If You Are Worshipping … 
Online  – All the worship songs and words will be on your screen so that you can fully participate.  
 

In The Sanctuary  – If you are comfortably able, we invite you to stand during portions of worship 

marked with an asterisk (*). The congregation reads items listed in bold text. Please note:  Our service 

is always live - streamed with multiple cameras in the sanctuary. You will likely be on camera at some 

point during your worship experience.  
 

With Children – We are delighted with the presence of (and the sounds of) children in worship. 

Children are welcome to use any of the resources in our PrayGround (located behind the back pews). 

The back pews are for adults accompanying children using the PrayGround, and the rocking chairs 

are reserved especially for nursing mothers or adults whose children need a cuddle and some rocking. 

Also, childcare is available in our nursery down the hall for children up to age 5.  
 

Prayer Requests  – Each week, we encourage folks to share their joys and concerns with one another 

using the Prayer Cards in the pews. Please complete a Prayer Card and place it in the offering plate 

during worship. This will ensure your prayers are lifted up to God in worsh ip and/or in private.  
 

   Special accommodations  –  

   Assisted listening devices  are available at the back of the sanctuary.  

 

   Anyone with mobility issues  is welcome to use the padded green chairs located strategically      

   throughout the sanctuary. There are spaces within the pews for wheelchairs. Ushers are happy to   

   assist you with these or other accommodations.  

 

   Wheelchairs are available  to use for church or to get down to Fellowship Hall.  Please ask an usher  

   or greeter. They can assist you.  
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GATHERING  MUSIC  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION  

O God, by your power may we, with all the saints,   

comprehend the breadth and length and height and depth  

of the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,  

so that we may be filled with your fullness. Amen.   

PRELUDE C hurch Band                                           Abide with Me                                          by . W. Monk 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

We are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ.  

We come because we seek to abide in Christ.  

The branches that remain in the vine bear much fruit.  

We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, alive, productive.  

If we abide in Christ, then Christ’s words will abide in us.  

We come because we strive to be faithful disciples.  

We gather for worship now to the glory of the One God:  Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer.  

 

*SONG OF PRAISE  # 366                                                 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  

                                                                                                        Y ou Are the Vine                                     CCLI #52538  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

P RAYER  OF CONFESSION   

Holy and Compassionate Vine Grower, you give us a simple command —to love —

and we complicate it with rules, fears, worries, and doubts. Forgive us. You have 

planted seeds of mercy, hope, and  grace deep within us, so we might bear rich 

and nourishing fruit in this world you created. Help us to trust that you abide with 

us, and to more intentionally choose to abide with you. May we not get in the way 

of your Gardener, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, who will use the Holy Spirit 

to bring forth an abundant crop.  
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SILENT CONFESSION  

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  

*SUNG RESPONSE GTG #58 2                    Glo ry to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me  

 

**PASSING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you.   
And also,  with you.   

TIME WITH YOUNGER DISCIPLES  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

SCRIPTURE READING                                    John  15: 1- 15 (pg 919- 920 )                                                    

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God!   

SERMON                                                                  Songs of our Faith: "  Blest Be the Tie That Binds "   

*HYMN OF RESPONSE # 306                     Blest Be the Tie That Binds  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Adapted  from The Westminster Confession of Faith+  

All those whom God has welcomed in Christ —those God has called, made holy, and 

claimed by the Spirit —will never be completely or finally lost. They may struggle, 

but they will not fall away from God’s grace. God will keep them faithful to the end, 

and they  will be saved forever. This perseverance does not rest on human 

strength or willpower. It rests on God alone: on God’s unchanging choice made in 

love; on the saving work and ongoing prayer of Jesus Christ; on the Spirit who lives 

within God’s people; and on God’s lasting covenant of grace. Because of all this, we 

can be confident —truly confident —that God will finish the work God has begun.  

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY                                                        Give Me Jesus                                                             arr. Hayes  

*DOXOLOGY  #606                                                       Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION & PETITION  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us fro m evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen.  

*SENDING HYMN #761             Called as Partners in Christ’s Service  

*BENEDICTION  

*POSTLUDE                                  Praise to the God of Boundless Might                                     by S . Scott  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Please rise in body or spirit.  

**Please take a moment to extend the peace of Christ to one another by greeting those 

around you. Say “hello,” wave, learn each other’s names -  whatever feels most comfortable 

to you.  

+ The Westminster Confession of Faith was adopted by the Scottish Kirk in 1647 and by 

American Presbyterians by 1729, as the Standards for Reformed theology and practice, 

emphasizing the authority of Scripture, God’s sovereignty, and covenant theology. The y 

were designed to guide both church and civic life and continue to serve as a foundation for 

Presbyterian identity.  
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CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS  
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING NOTICE:  On Sunday, February 1st, 2026 , immediately 

following worship, Bread of Life will hold their Annual Congregational meeting . On the 

agenda will be our "organizational meeting” for Bread of Life Presbyterian Church as well as 

a review of the 2025 Annual Report and proposed 2026 budget.  Watch for  the Annual 

report via e - mail, limited paper copies will be at the 25 th service at the Information C enter.  

 

THE BREAD OF LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PASTOR INSTALLATION SERVICE  for 

both Rev. Stephanie Ells,  Lead Pastor , and  Rev. Kaity Kemp, Associate Pastor , will be held on 

Sunday, February 8th at 2:00pm.  The Installation Service is hosted here at BoL and 

administered by the John Knox Presbytery. It formally establishes the mutual covenant 

between the pastor and the church, and it's a way for the congregation and other churches 

to join in the celebration a nd show their support for the pastors!  A reception will be held 

immediately following in the Fellowship Hall. Don’t miss the  opportunity to be actively 

involved in this foundational moment for Bread of Life.  

 

GOING, GOING, GONE:   The “Lost and Found” is  ready to be found! All the items that 

have been unclaimed the last few months are located by the Information Desk at the rear 

of the Sanctuary. Please peruse the display in case the items belong to you.  Anything 

remaining will be donated to the Dubuque Rescue Mission Thrift Store TOMORROW.  

 

A MINUTE WALTZ THROUGH DEATH, GRIEF, AND BEREAVEMENT : Join the Rev. Dr. 

Dan Festa, a retired PC(USA) Pastor and career Hospital Chaplain next Sunday, January 

25th at 9:00am for a discussion about the myths surrounding the dying process, the 

universality of death, and cultural and language affects which crea te a mockery of the dying 

process. Together we will explore  this natural phenomenon of which we all partake.  

"I AM" BIBLE STUDY AVAILABLE: Join the  Thursday morning Bible  Study each week at 

11:00am  in the Conference Room . This bible study is exploring the "I Am" statements of 

Jesus . In the midst of Jesus' journey to the cross, he made some bold claims:   "I am the 

Resurrection." "I am the Bread of Life." "I am the Way." His claims are still true in our grief, fear 

and uncertainty. This Bible study is designed to help us see Jesus mor e clearly and live with 

hope and confidence because of who Jesus is . Come for one week or for all eight!  For 

more information , check in with Pastor Kaity Kemp.  
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CARE CART:  Next Sunday we fill the Care Cart for the Dubuque Food Pantry, to help feed 

local families. Please bring non - perishable food items with you and place them in the cart 

before worship! Thanks!  

WELCOME! We’re so glad you’re worshiping at Bread of Life Presbyterian Church 

today. Are you curious about who we are as a congregation, looking for ways to connect 

more deeply, or wondering what church membership might look like for you? Pastor 

Stephanie would be delighted to visit with you. Feel free to reach out by email at 

fpcdbq.pastor@gmail.com or by phone at (507) 227 - 8537.  

TOTE BAGS:   If anyone has not received a B read of L ife Tote Bag , they are available in the 

church office.  

GARDEN TEAM : Gardening season is fast approaching  and the Garden Team could use: 

clear plastic 1 gallon milk jugs  and cardboard  without a lot of colored ink  (please take off the 

tape ). Items can be dropped off  in the kitchen .  

GREEN TEAM TIP : Stay up to date and informed ! Make it a point to study and understand 

the serious environmental challenges that our world is facing  and what we all can do as 

groups and individuals to make a difference.   Even  better – join the  church Green Team  and 

learn that way!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS  

today are provided  in 

remembrance of Ruth  

Cabalka , on Fritz and Ruths 

wedding anniversary.  
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SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS  

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS  
  

• For those  folks navigating ongoing health concerns:  Joyce Bausman, Jolene 

Kilcoyne, Angie  Lockhart , Lois and  Doug Pearce,  HannaRose Otting, Ella  

Gryski , Betty  and Leon Thompson,  and  Peter  Woodruff . 

• For Laura Roussell  as she continues to recover her voice and swallowing post -
surgery.  

• Please pray for Ruth Teply  who is on hospice care  and nearing the end of her life . 

• For Gene Myers, Jolene Kilcoyne’s dad, who is in the final stages of his life; and for 

Jolene and family as they walk alongside him.  

• Leith  and Carol Fuji  as they continue clean - up efforts in their apartment after a 
devastating flood.  

 
• For Les Sonsken  and Arlys Williams  as the y navigate ongoing health concerns . 

 
•  For Florence Siefkert , who lost her brother, Errol Philpott, to cancer. He was a 

resident  of Jamaica.   
 

• Congratulations to Jolene Kilcoyne  and Peter Woodruff  on the birth of their 10th 
grandchild, Wylder James Richard, 6 lbs. 12 oz. All are healthy and thriving!  

 
• For all those on the Deacons Care List.  

 

 

 

HAVE A PRAYER CONCERN OR JOY TO SHARE?  Folks on the Bread of Life  Prayer 

Chain  would be honored to pray for you. Simply email Pastor Stephanie at fpcdbq.pastor 

@gmail.com, and she will distribute your request. You may also join the Bread of Life  Prayer 

Chain this way!  For Pastoral Care  please call (563 ) 279 - 4545  or the church offic e. 
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*All activities will take place at Bread of Life’s Hilltop Campus, unless otherwise noted. *  
 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR  

Sunday, January  18 th    Wednesday, January  21st  

9:00am – Christian Formation, ClassRm s Pastor – JKP Council Retreat  

9:15am – Band Practice, S  9:00am -  St. Vincent (Back to Work), BR  

10:00am – Sunday  Worship  9:15am – Staff Mtg, WR  

11:00am – Choir Rehearsal, S  5:30pm – Handbell Choir Rehearsal, S  

11:00am - Coffee & Fellowship, NTX  7:00pm – Keyway Lodge AA Group, HS   

11:30am – Moms  on Fire, CR   

11:30am – Youth Group , FH, K, YR  Thursday, January  22 nd  

1:30pm – Bethany Home Service, BH  9:00am -  St. Vincent (Back to Work), BR  

 11:00am – Adult Bible Study, CR  

Monday, January  19 th  1:00p m – BOL Book Club, CR  

4:30pm – Friends Yoga, C        

6:00pm – Pack 20, HS  Friday, January  23 rd  

 9:00am -  St. Vincent (Back to Work), BR  

Tuesday, January  20 th   

Pastor – JKP Council Retreat   Saturday, January  24 th  

9:00am – Tai Chi, FH   

10:30am – Cable Car Quilters, FH   

5:00pm – Ping Pong Tuesday’s, HS   

6:00pm – Boy Scouts, DT   

6 :0 0pm – Session Mtg, BR , Zoom    

   

CHURCH MINISTRY LEADERSHIP  

TODAY’S SERVICE
Preacher: Rev. Stephanie Ells  
Liturgist s: Rev. Kaity Kemp , Ed Raber  

Musician: Kristen Eby  

Music  Ensemble : Church Band   

Greeters: Gerta Hartman , Shirley Merriwether  

Ushers: Adam Etheridge , Carolyn Dausner  

Hospitality Set Up: Doug  & Jean Cheever  

Hospitality Clean  Up: Shirley Merriwether

 

CHURCH STAFF  
Lead Pastor: Rev. Stephanie Ells  
Associate Pastor: Rev . Kaity Kemp  

Business Manager:  Jeffrey T. Gladwin  

Director of Music: Kristen Eby  
Care Coordinator:  Sam Wu #563 - 279 - 4545  
Band Director: Sally Stulken  

       

 

 

563 - 583 - 1729 | www.breadoflifedbq.org  l  administrator@wpcdbq.org  

 

http://www.breadoflifedbq.org/
mailto:administrator@wpcdbq.org

