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We invite everyone to participate  
in these foundational events —  
the first of their kind for Bread of 
Life Presbyterian Church.

Sunday, January 11 –
Installation & Ordination  
of Elders and Deacons

We will ordain and install the first class of 
ruling elders and deacons to serve this 
new congregation. In PC(USA) policy, 
elders are called to lead and govern 
the church spiritually, while deacons are 
ordained to ministries of compassion, 
service, and care. This moment 
establishes our shared leadership and 
affirms God’s call on those who will help 
guide Bread of Life forward.

Sunday, February 1 | 11 am
Annual & Organizational 
Congregational Meeting

The Annual Congregational Meeting 
is a required gathering in the PC(USA) 
where members receive ministry 
reports, financial updates, and vote 
on key matters such as the budget. 
Because Bread of Life Presbyterian 
Church is a newly unified congregation, 

this meeting will also function as an 
Organizational Congregational Meeting, 
formally establishing the life of the new 
church in the PC(USA).

Sunday, February 8 | 2:00 pm
Installation Service for  
Rev. Kaity Kemp & Rev. Stephanie Ells

This joyful worship service, hosted 
in partnership with the John Knox 
Presbytery, will officially install Pastor 
Kaity Kemp and Pastor Stephanie Ells 
as the first pastors of Bread of Life 
Presbyterian Church. In the PC(USA), 
installation affirms a mutual covenant 
between pastors, congregation, and 
presbytery—recognizing God’s call, 
the church’s trust, and our shared 
commitment to ministry together. It is 
a powerful sign of unity, accountability, 
and blessing for the work ahead.

Friends, this is history in the 
making—but even more, it is the 
Spirit at work. 

Come. Participate. Pray. Celebrate. 

Let us step fully into this new 
chapter together, trusting the One 
who feeds us and sends us forth.

Mark These Historic, Inaugural BoL Moments
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Help Us “Declutter” the Church & Get Some Cool Stuff!
The Bread of Life Session and various 
committee members are digging into the 
far corners of our church and unearthing 
long forgotten and used stuff which will be 
available Jan. 31 & Feb. 1 for Bread of Life 
family members. The goal is a fresh, new 
start in clean, tidy and usable space for 
our new congregation.  A wide variety of 
items available i.e. kitchen, office, furniture, 
electronics, books, videos, decorations 
and games. This is NOT a rummage sale, 
and nothing will be brought in from outside 
the building. Sale items will be located on 
the lower level in former HeadStart area 
and the hallway. Members of the Bread of 
Life church family are invited to take home 
whatever they want for FREE.  A donation 
jar will be available, and funds will purchase 
new OUTSIDE Bread of Life signs.

The general public is invited to purchase 
items Feb. 14, with all funds going to 
purchase new church signs. 

Get the word out, find some treasures and 
help us declutter our beautiful space!

The BoL Missions Team is excited to report that 
this year’s Starfish Campaign of the John Knox 
Presbytery received donations totaling $43,982.35. 
This means that Undue Medical Debt will be 
able to erase $4,398,235 this year! Our financial 
gifts will be transformed into medical debt relief 
and new hope for thousands of families in Iowa, 
Minnesota, and Wisconsin. It is with profound 
gratitude that we extend our thanks for every gift 
the people of our presbytery have contributed. 

Thank you for buying those Starfish Cookies 
from the Mission Team in September!

STARFISH
CAMPAIGN

2025

“FREE” YARD SALE DATES 
BoL FAMILY

January 31, Saturday, 10a – noon  
February 1, Sunday, 11a – 1p

GENERAL PUBLIC
February 14, Saturday, 8a-3p
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MISSION GRANTS

Mission Grants are now available to those members 
of the church who have great ideas for Mission 
Projects. In the past we have supported projects 
like the church garden, the UD Seminary meals, the 
knitting project, coffee from Café Justo, and milk 
for the Rescue Mission. If interested contact Linda 
Stovall at LinStov@aol.com and she will send you 
a form. Once approved, you will work with one of the 
mission team members and will be required to submit  
a report when the project is done.

MISSIONS IN ACTION

The Mission Team is very excited to report that the 
mission we are supporting is the Eagle Mission Kenya, 
Faith Power Ministry at St Christina Orphanage. 
These are children that their parents have been killed 
or left there. We did a Mission Grant last year and 

helped with getting the children Bibles and clothes 
for the children to wear to school. The pictures we 
got back made us realize that these children needed 
our support even more.  We are thankful for Mark 
Stant, a church member, who is involved with this 
mission on a weekly basis. We will be posting pictures 
on a regular basis on the Mission Bulletin Board 
located near the workroom. The big project they are 
working on is to build a well for the orphanage.

2026 HUNGER OUTREACH DATES

Mark your calendar, these are the dates set for 
Hunger Outreach food distributions for 2026:  
March 26, June 20, Sept. 26, and Dec. 19. All Hunger 
Outreach events will be held at parking lot on 17th 
and Main. That location is ideal for serving those 
who most need help. The Downtown location also 
promotes more walk-ups.

A special thanks to everyone who 
contributed to the Bread of Life “A 
Brighter Christmas in the Bag” 
program. Our church family donated 
82 bags of food and other items 
totaling 830 lbs. to the Dubuque Food 
Pantry to provide Christmas baskets to 
our neighbors in need.

MISSIONS TEAM NEWS
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By Tom Stovall, BoL Mission Team	

Thanks so very much to everyone who volunteered to 
assist at our December Christmas Hunger Outreach, 
and thanks for being Good Neighbors to those in 
our community! It was a very good day! I just want to 
share our results by the numbers:

•	 112 cars came through the parking lot

•	 59 walk-up recipients were served 

•	 203 families were served  
(the most we have ever served!)

•	 595 people were in those families

•	 7,963 lbs. of food was distributed

•	 150 personal hygiene bags were distributed 
by our friends from First Congregational

•	 310 knitted hats and scarves were given out

•	 50+ prayer requests were received

•	 42 volunteers made it happen!

THANKS TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS!   
And “WOW!”, what a job you all did! In addition to 
folks from Bread of Life Presbyterian, we also had 
our partners and friends from First Congregational 
Church and the community. Our partner friends 
at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship provided 
us with a warming station with hot beverages and 
restroom facilities. You all did an awesome job!

SPECIAL SHOUT OUTS! We truly appreciate our 
continued partnership with Kathy Hutton and the 
St. Stephen’s Branch of the River Bend Foodbank.   
Thanks to the City of Dubuque Engineering and 
Traffic Departments for planning the route and 
providing the signs to direct traffic.  And, to the 
members of the Dubuque County Food Providers 
Network for helping us to get the word out to the 
community about this event. 

BoL HELPS BRING JOY TO 200+ FAMILIES!
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Care Team 
Sam Wu 
(563) 495-6016 
samuelwu30@gmail.com

Christian Formation Team 
Sara Blair, 
(563) 543-5784  
bryansarablair@gmail.com

Communications Team 
Don Schauf 
(262) 909-3393  
don@woodypost.com

Deacon Board 
Julie Woodyard 
(563) 231-6624 
woodyardj52@gmail.com

Team Contacts
Have a question or idea? Contact 
one of these team leaders.

Finance Team 
John Adams 
563) 663-5560 
 jsadams@mchsi.com

Green Team 
Tom Stovall 
(563) 581-7220  
tomstov@aol.com

Hospitality Team, 
Outreach Team, 
Stewardship Team  
Rich Henderson 
(563) 580-6289 
hs3eagles@gmail.com

Mission Team 
Linda Stovall 
(563) 581-7582 
linstov@aol.com

Personnel Committee 
Pam Adams 
(563) 590-0669 
padams1566@gmail.com

Property Team 
Jeff Oberhoffer 
(563) 590-0920  
jeffoberhoffer@gmail.com

Session Clerks  
Doug Cheever 
(563) 845-8309 
jdcheever@msn.com

Mark Ward 
(563) 513-2339 
mark.ward.o@gmail.com

Technology 
Sara & Bryan Blair  
Sara (563) 543-5784 
Bryan (563) 213-0451  
bryansarablair@gmail.com

Worship 
Susan Ebertz,  
sebertz@gmail.com

Over the recently completed Christmas break, Bread of Life youth Theia, Jude and 
HannaRose were among dozens of other kids playing in the snow and studying the  
Bible during Camp Bear Creek’s “Wintertainment 2025.”

HAVING A HOT TIME AT THE COLD CAMP TONIGHT...
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Start the new year off right in 
supporting our programs by 

purchasing SCRIP Gift Cards!

Everyone is invited to participate in the  
Faith Formation opportunities listed below! 

A MINUTE WALTZ THROUGH 
DEATH, GRIEF & BEREAVEMENT 
Join the Rev. Dr. Dan Festa, 
a retired PC(USA) Pastor 
& career Hospital Chaplain 
(and member of the BoL 
church family) on Sunday, 
Jan. 25 at 9am for a 
discussion about the myths 
surrounding the dying 
process, the universality of 
death, and cultural and 
language affects which create a mockery of 
the dying process. Together we will explore this 
natural phenomenon of which we all partake.

YOUTH GROUP & MOM’S ON FIRE –  
New Meeting Time
Beginning January 11, Youth Group (Grades 
7–12) and Mom’s on Fire will meet every Sunday 
from 11:30a–1p, following worship. Free lunch 
will be provided.  

“I AM” BIBLE STUDY 
The adult bible study “I AM” will begin Thursday, 
January 8 at 11am in the Conference Room. 
This 8-week study will take an exciting and 
meaningful look at the “I Am” statements of 
Jesus Christ. During Jesus’ journey to the cross, 
he made some bold claims: 

“I am the Resurrection.” 
“I am the Bread of Life.” 

“I am the Way.” 

Christ’s claims are still true in our grief, fear 
and uncertainty. This 8-session Bible study is 
designed to help us see Jesus more clearly and 
live with hope and confidence because of who 
He is. Join us for one week or for all eight!  For 
more information, see Pastor Kaity Kemp.

BoL BRIEFS 

HAVE QUESTIONS?

If you have questions or need help using the many 
options available online, please contact Shirley 
Meriwether 563-239-4073.

HOW SCRIP WORKS

•	 Stop by the SCRIP table in the Narthex after 
Sunday services.

•	 Choose gift cards from popular retailers such as 
HyVee, Fareway and more.

•	 Use these gift cards for your everyday shopping 
needs.  The church receives a percentage of the 
sale, but you pay only the face value of the card.

•	 Online RaiseRight app offers even more 
opportunities to shop and give. 

Go to RaiseRight.com/enroll 

or scan the QR code at right 

Enter our code 858E578L1LL3  

HOW YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS HELP

Funds raised through Scrip and Raise Right help 
maintain and grow VITAL church programs.  From 
youth activities to outreach, mission events and all 
programming. Every purchase of a gift card from 
SCRIP makes a difference in fostering a vibrant, 
connected, and supported community.

“Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life.  
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.’”

-John 6:35
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A special “THANK YOU” to the 
many Bread of Life students 
who taught and entertained 
the congregation during 
last December’s “Christmas 
Letters” drama.

This special play, which was 
performed during worship on 
Sunday, December 14, featured 
BoL youth sharing the true 
meaning of Christmas.

BoL KIDS TEACH ON 
THE TRUE MEANING 
OF CHRISTMAS


