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May 3, 2026 | Morning Worship 10:00 am 

 
If You Are Worshipping… 

Online – All the worship songs and words will be on your screen so that you can fully participate.  
 
In The Sanctuary – If you are comfortably able, we invite you to stand during portions of worship 
marked with an asterisk (*). The congregation reads items listed in bold text. Please note: Our service 
is always live-streamed with multiple cameras in the sanctuary. You will likely be on camera at some 
point during your worship experience. 
 
With Children – We are delighted with the presence of (and the sounds of) children in worship. 
Children are welcome to use any of the resources in our PrayGround (located behind the back pews). 
The back pews are for adults accompanying children using the PrayGround, and the rocking chairs 
are reserved especially for nursing mothers or adults whose children need a cuddle and some 
rocking. Also, childcare is available in our nursery down the hall for children up to age 5. 

 
Prayer Requests – Each week, we encourage folks to share their joys and concerns with one another 
using the Prayer Cards in the pews. Please complete a Prayer Card and place it in the offering plate 
during worship. This will ensure your prayers are lifted up to God in worship and/or in private. 

 
   Special accommodations –  
   Assisted listening devices and Large Print Bulletins are available at the back of the sanctuary.  
 
   Anyone with mobility issues is welcome to use the padded green chairs located strategically      
   throughout the sanctuary. There are spaces within the pews for wheelchairs. Ushers are happy to   
   assist you with these or other accommodations. 
 
   Wheelchairs are available to use for church or to get down to Fellowship Hall.  Please ask an usher 
   or greeter. They can assist you. 
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GATHERING MUSIC  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION  
I thank my God for every remembrance of you, always in every one of my prayers for all 
of you, praying with joy for your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. I 
am confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will continue to 
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. (Phil. 1:3-6) 

PRELUDE               My Jesus, I Love Thee  arr. Kevin McChesney 

OPENING PRAYER    

*CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 100 (CEV) 

Shout praises to the Lord, everyone on this earth. 
Be joyful and sing as you come in to worship the Lord! 
You know the Lord is God! 
God created us, and we belong to God; 
we are God’s people, the sheep in God’s pasture. 
Be thankful and praise God as you enter God’s house. 
The Lord is good! His love and faithfulness will last forever.   

*SONG OF PRAISE #14     For the Beauty of the Earth (vv. 1-2, 4-5)  

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Gracious God, we come to you with so much to be thankful for— 
and yet we confess how easily we forget. 
We move through our days focused on what’s missing, instead of what you’ve given. 
We rush past small gifts without noticing them. 
We hold onto worry more tightly than gratitude. 
Forgive us, God. Slow us down. 
Open our eyes to your grace— 
already present, already at work. 
Teach us to live with thankful hearts, 
trusting that you are not done with us yet.  
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SILENT CONFESSION 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

*SUNG RESPONSE #581                   Glory Be to the Father arr. Gloria Patri 

**PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.   
And also, with you.  

TIME WITH YOUNGER DISCIPLES 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE READING              Philippians 1:3-11 (pg. 1001)     
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God!  

SERMON                                       Short Prayers for a Long Life with God: Thanks  

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #649  Amazing Grace  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into 
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty’ from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                                  

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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(Optional: hands open in a posture of receiving) 

It is truly right and our greatest joy 
to give you thanks and praise, 
God our Creator, Source of Life and Love. 
From you all things come. 
You formed us in your image, 
breathed into us your Spirit, 
and called us your people. 
You have been faithful in every generation— 
 providing for us, sustaining us, 
 calling us home when we wander, 
 and we trust in your care. 

(Optional: hands extended forward) 

Blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
In love for the world. . . 
….Remembering his saving work, we proclaim: 
Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

(Optional: hands over heart) 

Gracious God, 
 pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
 and upon these your gifts of bread and wine. 
 Come, Holy Spirit. Renew us…. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
All bread is gluten-free. Please hold the elements until all are served. 
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THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY  Song from St. Christina's Choir - Kenya 

*DOXOLOGY #606                              Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE & DEDICATION  

*SENDING HYMN #306   Blest Be the Tie That Binds 

*BENEDICTION 

*POSTLUDE Now Thank We All Our God arr. Paul Fey           
 
* Please rise in body or spirit. 
**Please take a moment to extend the peace of Christ to one another by greeting those around you. 
Say “hello,” wave, learn each other’s names - whatever feels most comfortable to you. 
 
  

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WELCOME! We’re so glad you’re worshiping at Bread of Life Presbyterian Church today. 
Are you curious about who we are as a congregation, looking for ways to connect more 
deeply, or wondering what church membership might look like for you? Pastor Stephanie 
would be delighted to visit with you. Feel free to reach out by email at 
fpcdbq.pastor@gmail.com or by phone at (507) 227-8537. 

CHURCH MERCHANDISE STORE – Now Open! Our online store is live and available on our 
church website. https://www.wpcdbq.org/ Orders close on 5/13. Check it out for apparel 
and more! 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER will be celebrated today during worship. This 
sacrament is a gift of God, for the people of God; we welcome you to fully participate. If 
you are worshiping online, please utilize food and drink that you have available; trusting the 
power of the Holy Spirit to be present in our community far and wide! 

CELEBRATE WITH US ON SUNDAY, MAY 17TH! During worship we will honor our 
incredible staff, Christian Education volunteers, and all church volunteers for their dedicated 
leadership. If you'd like to share your gratitude individually, feel free to bring a card of 
appreciation. The celebration continues after the service with a community potluck in the 
Fellowship Hall! Please bring your favorite dish to share. Contact Rich Henderson for 
additional information: hs3eagles@gmail.com. 

https://www.wpcdbq.org/
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: “GROWING FAITH” Continues each Sunday at 9am 
through May 24th, Adult Sunday School, led by ordained clergy members of our 
congregation, in the conference room, continue to study bible parables that are 
connected to creation care. Come and join anytime! 

THE BREAD OF LIFE FOUNDATION is accepting applications for special funds to support 
ministries of the church. Applications are available in the office. Please apply and return 
application to the office by June 1. 

CONGRATULATE THE GRADUATE! Josiah Otting graduates from Hempstead High 
School and plans to attend NICC. We celebrate this important milestone in your life, and 
pray you know God is with you as you take brave steps forward.  

YOUTH LOCK-IN (Grades 7–12)  Friday, May 8, 7:00 p.m. – Saturday, May 9, 7:00 a.m. 
Join us for a night of connection, fun, and community. Questions or RSVP: Pastor Kaity 
Kemp – associatepastor@wpcdbq.org 

BREAD OF LIFE AT THE FARMERS MARKET ON SATURDAY, MAY 16. We’ll be at the 
Farmers Market from 6:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and need volunteers! We’ll have a handwashing 
station, give away seeds, raffle off a Summer Sounds registration, and share information 
about our church. If you can help for an hour or two, please sign up at the back of the 
sanctuary. Questions? Contact Deb Seiffert at debseiffert@gmail.com Thank you! 

GREEN TEAM TIP – SAVE ENERGY AND GET PAID Are you buying a new energy-
efficient refrigerator or freezer but aren’t sure what to do with the old one?  You can recycle 
it and get $50 from Alliant Energy per appliance. Plus, they will pick it up and haul it away for 
free. 

CARE CART: Next Sunday we fill the Care Cart for the Opening Doors. The women and 
families served through their services are often in need of: high-efficiency laundry 
detergent, tall trash bags, disinfecting wipes, toilet paper, paper towels, dish soap, liquid 
hand soap, and personal items such as toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc. Thanks!   

 

 SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 
  

● For those folks navigating ongoing health concerns: Joyce Bausman, Tom Boelk, 
Angie Lockhart, Lois and Doug Pearce, HannaRose Otting, Sam Phipps, Betty 
and Leon Thompson, Les Sonsken, Tom Stovall, Jean Sutherland, and Arlys 
Williams. 
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*All activities will take place at Bread of Life’s Hilltop Campus, unless otherwise noted. * 

● For Ed Blinks as he deals with declining health. 
● For those connected to education (students, teachers, staff, families, etc) as the 

Spring approaches with the final stretch of the school year and all that entails; for 
strength and energy to finish strong. 

● For all those on the Deacons Care List. 

HAVE A PRAYER CONCERN OR JOY TO SHARE? Folks on the Bread of Life Prayer Chain 
would be honored to pray for you. Simply email Pastor Stephanie at fpcdbq.pastor 
@gmail.com, and she will distribute your request. You may also join the Bread of Life Prayer 
Chain this way! For Pastoral Care please call (563) 279-4545 or the church office 

 
 
 

CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
Sunday, May 3 
9:00am – Christian Formation, ClassRms 
9:15am – Handbell Rehearsal, S 
10:00am – Sunday Worship 
11:00am -Coffee & Fellowship, NTX 
11:30am – Moms on Fire, CR  
11:30am – Youth Group, FH, K, YR 
1:00pm - Dubuque Chorale Concert, S, 
NX, FH 
 
Monday, May 4  
5:00pm – Worship Team BR 
4:30pm - Friends Yoga, 3-5 Classrms 
6:00pm – Pack 20, HS 
  
Tuesday, May 5 
8:00am - Garden Harvest, K 
9:00am - Tai Chi, FH 
5:00pm – Ping Pong Tuesdays, HS 
 

 
Wednesday, May 6 
9:15am – Staff Mtg, WR 
4:00pm – Rooted Good Meeting, BR 
7:00pm – Keyway Lodge AA Group, HS 
 
Thursday, May 7 
 
Friday, May 8 
 
Saturday, May 9 
 
Sunday, May 10 
9:00am – Confirmands w Session, YR 
9:00am – Christian Formation, ClassRms 
10:00am – Sunday Worship 
11:00am - Coffee & Fellowship, NTX 
11:00am – SCRIP in the Narthex, NTX 
11:30am – Moms on Fire, CR  
11:30am – Youth Group, FH, K, YR
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CHURCH MINISTRY LEADERSHIP

TODAY’S SERVICE
Preacher: Rev. Stephanie Ells 
Children’s Message: Rev. Kaity Kemp 
Liturgist: Rev. Kaity Kemp 
Musicians: Kristen Eby & Mark Ward 
Music Ensemble: Handbell Choir 

Greeters: Dan & Marilyn Emmert 
Ushers: Alex Jack & Randy Roos 
Hospitality Set Up: Pat Judge 
Hospitality Clean Up:  Alex Jack

CHURCH STAFF 
Lead Pastor: Rev. Stephanie Ells 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Kaity Kemp 
Business Manager: Jeffrey T. Gladwin 
Communications Assistant: Sam Fenstermacher 
Director of Music: Kristen Eby 
Care Coordinator: Sam Wu #563-279-4545 
Band Director: Sally Stulken 

563-583-1729  |  www.breadoflifedbq.org     

communicationassistant@wpcdbq.org 

 


