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May 17, 2026 | Morning Worship 10:00 am 

 
If You Are Worshipping… 

Online – All the worship songs and words will be on your screen so that you can fully participate.  
 
In The Sanctuary – If you are comfortably able, we invite you to stand during portions of worship 
marked with an asterisk (*). The congregation reads items listed in bold text. Please note: Our service 
is always live-streamed with multiple cameras in the sanctuary. You will likely be on camera at some 
point during your worship experience. 
 
With Children – We are delighted with the presence of (and the sounds of) children in worship. 
Children are welcome to use any of the resources in our PrayGround (located behind the back pews). 
The back pews are for adults accompanying children using the PrayGround, and the rocking chairs 
are reserved especially for nursing mothers or adults whose children need a cuddle and some 
rocking. Also, childcare is available in our nursery down the hall for children up to age 5. 

 
Prayer Requests – Each week, we encourage folks to share their joys and concerns with one another 
using the Prayer Cards in the pews. Please complete a Prayer Card and place it in the offering plate 
during worship. This will ensure your prayers are lifted up to God in worship and/or in private. 

 
   Special accommodations –  
   Assisted listening devices and Large Print Bulletins are available at the back of the sanctuary.  
 
   Anyone with mobility issues is welcome to use the padded green chairs located strategically      
   throughout the sanctuary. There are spaces within the pews for wheelchairs. Ushers are happy to   
   assist you with these or other accommodations. 
 
   Wheelchairs are available to use for church or to get down to Fellowship Hall.  Please ask an usher 
   or greeter. They can assist you. 
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GATHERING MUSIC                      Church Band 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MINUTE FOR WORSHIP         Bread of Life Worship Team 

FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION  
God of Creation, my Redeemer, and my Sustainer:  
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit.  
Open my lips so my mouth will declare your praise.  

PRELUDE                                        In Endless Song  arr. Randall D. Standridge 

Church Band 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
God of salvation’s joy, 
we gather to celebrate and revere you. 
Christ of unfailing love, 
we gather to worship and honor you. 
Holy Spirit of new beginnings, 
we gather to praise and thank you. 
We come, and through your grace and mercy, 
forgive and restore us, 
We desire to truly worship you  
with all our heart, all our strength, and all our minds 
for you are indeed all glorious above. 

*SONGS OF PRAISE #41     O Worship the King, All Glorious Above (vv. 1,4,5) 
                                             #735     Lord, I Need You  
CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God of Compassion, 
We turn toward you now.  
We pause to look within 
and examine our consciousness. First Turning 

Have mercy on us, O God, 
according to your steadfast love. 
Where we have neglected prayer, 
been apathetic in worship, 
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found reasons to avoid generosity, 
or lacked compassion: Second Turning 

Have mercy on us, O God, 
according to your steadfast love. 
Where we have colluded 
in the oppression of those 
who become invisible in their suffering, 
and ignored on the streets: Third Turning 

Have mercy on us, O God, 
according to your steadfast love. 
Where anxiety has eroded the gift of Your peace, 
and where we have cared too much about what others think: Fourth Turning 

Have mercy on us, O God, 
according to your steadfast love.  

SILENT CONFESSION 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  

*SUNG RESPONSE #581         Glory Be to the Father                                         arr. Gloria Patri 

**PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.   
And also, with you. 

TIME WITH YOUNGER DISCIPLES 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE READING              Psalm 51 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON                           Short Prayers for a Long Life with God: Sorry 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #421     Have Mercy, God, Upon My Life  
    (sung to the tune of “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”)  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostle’s Creed  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into 
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty’ from thence he shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the 
life everlasting. Amen.  

THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast   arr. Klug/Unke 

*DOXOLOGY #606                               Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION & GRATITUDE 

*SENDING HYMN #435  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

*BENEDICTION 

*POSTLUDE Christ the Redeemer arr. Birchwood            
 
* Please rise in body or spirit. 
**Please take a moment to extend the peace of Christ to one another by greeting those around you. 
Say “hello,” wave, learn each other’s names - whatever feels most comfortable to you. 
  

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WELCOME! We’re so glad you’re worshiping at Bread of Life Presbyterian Church today. 
Are you curious about who we are as a congregation, looking for ways to connect more 
deeply, or wondering what church membership might look like for you? Pastor Stephanie 
would be delighted to visit with you. Feel free to reach out by email at 
fpcdbq.pastor@gmail.com or by phone at (507) 227-8537. 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE FABULOUS FOLKS: our incredible staff, Christian Education 
volunteers, and all church volunteers for their dedicated leadership during worship. The 
celebration continues after the service with a community potluck in the Fellowship Hall! 
Please bring your favorite dish—whether it’s a main, side, salad, or dessert—to share as we 
enjoy a wonderful meal together. 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY: Next week we celebrate the Confirmation of Faith for several 
youth who have spent the past year learning about Scripture, Christian theology, and how to 
live out those values through word and service. Please join us in Sam, Kenzie, and Charlie's 
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decision to follow Jesus Christ as Lord! A cake and punch reception will be held in their 
honor after worship May 24, 2026. 

THE BREAD OF LIFE FOUNDATION is accepting applications for special funds to support 
ministries of the church. Applications are available in the office. Please apply and return the 
application to the office by June 1. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR HUNGER OUTREACH on Saturday, May 30 at the parking 
lot at 17th and Main.  30+ volunteers will be needed from 8:00-10:30 a.m. to assist. Sign up 
today on the sheet at the back of the sanctuary or contact Tom Stovall at 563-581-7220 or 
at tomstov@aol.com.  Sign up in advance to receive volunteer communications and 
instructions before the event. 

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT HOW YOU MIGHT CONTRIBUTE TO WORSHIP? So 
much of what happens here is thanks to people like you volunteering. We welcome those 
who would like to be greeters, ushers, or liturgists to contact Susan Ebertz 
(sebertz@gmail.com) about opportunities to serve. Talk to Kristen Eby (keby@dbq.edu) if 
you're willing to share in the music or Sally Stulken (sstulken@gmail.com) if you play an 
instrument and might be interested in band. Would you like your child to help pour the 
baptismal water at the start of the service? Talk to Lizz Tyler 
(lizztylerdbq@gmail.com).  And, if you're interested in hospitality, talk to Rich Henderson 
(hs3eagles@gmail.com) or sign up to bring snacks to the snack table. Whatever our gifts, 
let's share them for the glory of God. 

SUMMER SOUNDS MUSIC CAMP – REGISTRATION OPEN!  Bread of Life Presbyterian 
Church and St. Luke’s UMC invites rising K–6th graders to Summer Sounds Music Camp: The 
Tale of Three Trees. Join us Monday, June 29 – Friday, July 3 from 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. at 
St. Luke’s UMC. The week will end with a performance on July 3 at 12:00 p.m. Cost is $30 
per student, with a $60 family cap. To register, visit stlukesdbq.org/summersounds 
Questions? Contact emmy@stlukesdbq.org. Come sing, play, and grow together this 
summer! 

PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR! Interested in what Bread of Life is all about? Wondering how to 
get connected on a deeper level? Thinking about what becoming a member of the church 
may look like? Join Pastor Stephanie and Pastor Kaity for pizza after worship Sunday, May 
31st in the Board Room. Childcare will be provided. Please RSVP to 
communicationassistant@wpcdbq.org. 

SCRIP GIFT CARDS: Scrip gift cards are available every Sunday before and after worship in 
the Narthex.  Gift cards are an important part of supporting the programs of our 

http://stlukesdbq.org/summersounds
mailto:emmy@stlukesdbq.org
mailto:communicationassistant@wpcdbq.org
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church.  The church receives a percentage of the sales, but you pay only the face value of 
the card.  Popular cards are HyVee, Fareway, Walgreens, Walmart; Restaurants are 
McDonalds, Olive Garden, Dairy Queen, Panera Bread, and many more. 

GREEN TEAM TIP – UNPLUG SOCKETS, TURN OFF ELECTRONICS NOT IN USE 
Unplug appliances when not in use. The socket draws electricity even when it is off.  
Examples include blow dryers, phone chargers, electric kettles, and coffee pots.  Look 
around your house and find out what can be unplugged. Your TV, computer, video games, 
and kitchen equipment suck up a lot of electricity. Make sure to turn off and unplug these 
items when you are not using them. 

CARE CART: Next Sunday we fill the Care Cart for the Dubuque Rescue Mission. DRM 
appreciates donations of: Body wash/shampoo, granola bars, large boxes of cereal, #10 
cans of vegetables or fruit, deodorant, and toothpaste. Thanks!  

 
SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 

  

● For those folks navigating ongoing health concerns: Joyce Bausman, Tom 
Ed Blinks, Boelk, Angie Lockhart, Lois and Doug Pearce, HannaRose 
Otting, Sam Phipps, Betty and Leon Thompson, Les Sonsken, Tom 
Stovall, Jean Sutherland, and Arlys Williams. 

● For all those on the Deacons Care List. 

● Happy 99th birthday to Les Sonsken. 

● HAVE A PRAYER CONCERN OR JOY TO SHARE? Folks on the Bread of Life 
Prayer Chain would be honored to pray for you. Simply email Pastor Stephanie at 
fpcdbq.pastor @gmail.com, and she will distribute your request. You may also join the 
Bread of Life Prayer Chain this way! For Pastoral Care please call (563) 279-4545 or 
the church office. 
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*All activities will take place at Bread of Life’s Hilltop Campus, unless otherwise noted. * 
 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
Sunday, May 17 
9:00am – Christian Formation, ClassRm 
10:00am – Sunday Worship 
11:00am – Appreciation Potluck, FH 
11:00am - Choir Rehearsal, S 
1:30pm – Worship at Bethany Home 
 
Monday, May 18  
8:00am - Garden Harvest, K 
  
Tuesday, May 19 
9:00am - Tai Chi, FH 
9:00am - John Knox Presbytery Meeting, 
 Wisconsin Dells 
6:00pm - Session Meeting, BR/ZOOM 

 
 
Wednesday, May 20 
9:15am – Staff Mtg, WR 
 
Thursday, May 21 
12:00am – BOL Book Club, BR  
 (Calendar of Days, Ken Follet) 
6:00pm – Confirmation Class  
 Celebration Meal, K, FH 
 
Sunday, May 24 
9:00am – Adult Sunday School, ClassRm 
10:00am – Sunday Worship 
11:00am – Confirmation Reception, FH 
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CHURCH MINISTRY LEADERSHIP

TODAY’S SERVICE
Preacher: Rev. Kaity Kemp 
Liturgist: Rev. Stephanie Ells & Jeffrey 
Szalkowski 
Musicians: Kristen Eby 
Music Ensemble: Church Band 

Greeters: Shirley Merriwether & Julie 
Woodyard 
Ushers: Jennifer Brehm & Adam Etherage 
Hospitality Set Up: Doug & Jean Cheever 
Hospitality Clean Up:  Shirley Merriwether

CHURCH STAFF 
Lead Pastor: Rev. Stephanie Ells 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Kaity Kemp 
Business Manager: Jeffrey T. Gladwin 
Communications Assistant: Sam Fenstermacher 
Director of Music: Kristen Eby 
Care Coordinator: Sam Wu #563-279-4545 
Band Director: Sally Stulken 
 
 
 
 

563-583-1729  |  www.breadoflifedbq.org     

communicationassistant@wpcdbq.org 

 


