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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

May 31, 2026 | Morning Worship 10:00 am

If You Are Worshipping...
Online - All the worship songs and words will be on your screen so that you can fully participate.

In The Sanctuary - If you are comfortably able, we invite you to stand during portions of worship
marked with an asterisk (*). The congregation readsitemslisted in bold text. Please note: Our service
is always live-streamed with multiple cameras in the sanctuary. You will likely be on camera at some
point during your worship experience.

With Children - We are delighted with the presence of (and the sounds of) children in worship.
Children are welcome to use any of the resourcesin our PrayGround (located behind the back pews).
The back pews are for adults accompanying children using the PrayGround, and the rocking chairs
are reserved especially for nursing mothers or adults whose children need a cuddle and some
rocking. Also, childcare is available in our nursery down the hall for children up to age 5.

Prayer Requests - Each week, we encourage folks to share their joys and concerns with one another
using the Prayer Cards in the pews. Please complete a Prayer Card and place it in the offering plate
during worship. This will ensure your prayers are lifted up to God in worship and/or in private.

Special accommodations -
Assisted listening devices and Large Print Bulletins are available at the back of the sanctuary.

Anyone with mobility issues is welcome to use the padded green chairs located strategically
throughout the sanctuary. There are spaces within the pews for wheelchairs. Ushers are happy to
assist you with these or other accommodations.

Wheelchairs are available to use for church or to get down to Fellowship Hall. Please ask an usher
or greeter. They can assist you.



GATHERING MUSIC
ANNOUNCEMENTS

FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION from Nehemiah 9:6
Holy God, you are the Lord, you alone;
you have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host,
the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them.
To all of them you give life, and the host of heaven worships you.

PRELUDE Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above
OPENING PRAYER

*CALL TO WORSHIP based on Psalm 27; John 4:23
Let us worship God, our light and our salvation.
The Lord is the stronghold of our lives.

We desire to live in God's house

and to seek God in his holy temple.

We have come with shouts of joy,

to sing and to make music to the Lord.

Let us worship God in spirit and in truth.

Teach us your ways and make straight our paths
in this hour of worship and always.

*SONG OF PRAISE #49 The God of Abraham Praise
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious God,
you have given us the law of Moses and the teachings of Jesus
to direct us in the way of life. You offer us your Holy Spirit
so that we can be born to new life as your children. Yet, O God,
we confess that the ways of death have a strong attraction
and that we often succumb to their lure.
Give us the vision and courage to choose and nurture life,
that we may receive your blessing.

SILENT CONFESSION
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

arr. Forrest



*SUNG RESPONSE #581 Glory Be to the Father arr. Gloria Patri

**PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you.

TIME WITH YOUNGER DISCIPLES
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING Nehemiah 9:1-18, 38 (pg. 410)

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!
SERMON Confessions "Greatest Hits": Why We Confess
*HYMN OF RESPONSE El Shaddai

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty’ from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the
life everlasting. Amen.

THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY How Great Thou Art arr. Shackley
*DOXOLOGY #606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION & PETITION

*THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kihngdom come. Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*SENDING HYMN This | Believe (The Creed)
*BENEDICTION



*POSTLUDE Spirit of the Living God arr. Jordan

* Please rise in body or spirit.
**Please take a moment to extend the peace of Christ to one another by greeting those around you.
Say “hello,” wave, learn each other’s names - whatever feels most comfortable to you.

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR TODAY! Interested in what Bread of Life is all about?
Wondering how to get connected on a deeper level? Thinking about what becoming a
member of the church may look like?Join Pastor Stephanie and Pastor Kaity for pizza after
worship TODAY in the Boardroom. Childcare will be provided.

THE Confessions "Greatest Hits" SERMON SERIES STARTS TODAY: The Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A)) is shaped by eleven historic documents collected in The Book of
Confessions; each written in a particular time and place. These confessions are subordinate
standards. They do not replace the authority of Jesus Christ, nor do they stand above the
Scriptures that bear witness to him. Yet the confessions remain deeply valuable; declaring
who we are, what we believe, and what we resolve to do. In this series, we will examine one
confession each week—its historical context, the challenge it addressed, its connection
to essential Presbyterian beliefs, and the Scriptures that ground it. Together we will see
how these documents define our identity, shape our community, guide our interpretation of
Scripture, and connect our theology with our mission in the world. As the chancel banners
suggest, healthy trees grow strong because their roots run deep. In the same way, a healthy
faith is grounded in a solid theological foundation.

THE ANNUAL DUBUQUE PRIDE EVENT will be held this Saturday, June 6 at the Town
Clock Plaza, starting at noon. The Mission Team will be present and would love your help
connecting with folks! Contact Linda Stovall at 563-581-7582 or sign up at the back of the
sanctuary. Even if you can’t help out - if you're downtown for the event and see us - be sure
to say “Hello!”

LET'S CELEBRATE MARRIAGE! Pastor Stephanie is getting married to Jeffrey Szalkowski
on June 7th in a small ceremony—and they want to celebrate with the whole church family,
too! They will be hosting a special reception following worship on Sunday, June 14thin
the Fellowship Hall - complete with cupcakes and punch, photos from the wedding
ceremony, and even a special chance to see Pastor Stephanie’s wedding dress up close! No
gifts, please—your presence is the only present needed.
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MEN'S FELLOWSHIP STUDY: Rev. Dr. Dan Festa will lead a discussion of his book
“Through the Eyes of the Heart: Stories of Love and Loss” at the Men's Fellowship's June
10th meetings. The Men'’s Fellowship meets on Wednesday, June 10th, at 8:00am, and
every other Wednesday thereafter. The book is available through Amazon, or you may
contact Dan directly for a copy. The cost is $25 if purchased through Dan. Contact: 612-
309-5033 or message him at danfl950@gmail.com.

SCRIP GIFT CARD PURCHASE FORM NOW AVAILABLE on our website under Giving.
Click on “order form”. Fill it out and bring it to Scrip table in the Narthex any Sunday. Gift
cards are an important part of supporting church programs.

SUMMER SOUNDS MUSIC CAMP - Registration Open! Bread of Life Presbyterian
Church and St. Luke's UMC invites rising K-6th graders to Summer Sounds Music Camp: The
Tale of Three Trees. Join us Monday, June 29 - Friday, July 3 from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. at
St. Luke’'s UMC. The week will end with a performance on July 3 at 12:00 p.m. Cost is $30
per student, with a $60 family cap. To register, visit stlukesdbg.org/summersounds
Questions? Contact emmy@stlukesdbg.org. Come sing, play, and grow together this
summer!

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT HOW YOU MIGHT CONTRIBUTE TO WORSHIP? So
much of what happens here is thanks to people like you volunteering. We welcome those
who would like to be greeters, ushers, or liturgists to contact Susan Ebertz
(sebertz@gmail.com) about opportunities to serve. Talk to Kristen Eby (keby@dbg.edu) if
you're willing to share in the music or Sally Stulken (sstulken@gmail.com) if you play an
instrument and might be interested in band. Would you like your child to help pour the
baptismal water at the start of the service? Talk to Lizz Tyler

(lizztylerdbg@gmail.com). And, if you're interested in hospitality, talk to Rich Henderson
(hs3eagles@gmail.com) or sign up to bring snacks to the snack table. Whatever our gifts,
let's share them for the glory of God.

CHANCEL FLOWERS : Please consider providing Chancel Flowers in memory of or honor
of aloved one, special event, or just to brighten up the altar. Summer is a perfect time to
share your garden flowers. Sign up on Flower Chart located on window by the SCRIP table
in the Narthex of call the church office 563-583-1729.

GREEN TEAM TIP - REUSABLE CONTAINERS FOR RESTAURANT LEFTOVERS - When
you go out to eat take along a reusable container for your leftovers. This will replace the
one-time use plastic or Styrofoam containers that damage our environment.

CARE CART: Next Sunday, we encourage you to bring any items you'd like to fill up the
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Care Cart! We support the Dubuque Food Pantry, Opening Doors, and the Dubuque
Rescue Mission through these donations. Thanks!

PASTOR STEPHANIE WILL BE ON GONE June 1-10, 2026 in celebration of her wedding.
As ever, the Church Office is open M-TH 9:00am-2:00pm for your assistance; and in case
of emergency pastoral needs, please contact Rev. Kaity Kemp at 563-581-1471or
associatepastor@wpcdbg.org. Thank you!

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS

e Forthose folks navigating ongoing health concerns: Joyce Bausman, Ed Blinks, Tom
Boelk, Angie Lockhart, Lois and Doug Pearce, HannaRose Otting, Betty and Leon
Thompson, Les Sonsken, Tom Stovall, Jean Sutherland, and Arlys Williams.

e For the family of Bill (William) Peck, 88, formerly of Dubuque and member of this
congregation, who passed away peacefully on May 3, 2026, in Andover, Minnesota. A
funeral service will be held at 11a.m. on Saturday, June 6th, at St. Stephen’s Churchin
Anoka, MN.

e Forthe safety of Charlie Brehm and the Western Dubuque Band as they venture to
New York the first week of June.

e Pastor Stephanie Ells and Jeffrey Szalkowski as they prepare for their wedding
on Sunday, June 7th at Eagle Ridge in Galena. They look forward to celebrating with
the congregation at a special reception after worship on Sunday, June 14th in the
Fellowship Hall.

e Thomas Blair, who will spend the summer in Eswatini, Africa with the University of lowa's
Engineers in Action, to help build a pedestrian footbridge for communities in need.

e For Chuck Whalen whose cancer has returned, and will have biopsy surgery on
Thursday, June 4™,

e Forallthose on the Deacons Care List.

HAVE A PRAYER CONCERN OR JOY TO SHARE? Folks on the Bread of Life Prayer Chain
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would be honored to pray for you. Simply email Pastor Stephanie at fpcdbg.pastor
@gmail.com, and she will distribute your request. You may also join the Bread of Life Prayer
Chain this way! For Pastoral Care please call (563) 279-4545 or the church office.

*All activities will take place at Bread of Life’s Hilltop Campus, unless otherwise noted. *

CHURCH CALENDAR

Sunday, May 31 Wednesday, June 3

9:00am - PWP Setup, BR 3:30pm - Foundation Meeting, CR
10:00am - Sunday Worship 4:00pm - Rooted Good, BR
11:00am - Scrip Sale in Narthex

11:00am - Pizza with Pastor, BR Thursday, June 4

11:00am - Coffee & Fellowship 6:00pm - Property Meeting, BR
Monday, June 1 Saturday, June 6

8:00am - Garden Harvest, K 8:00am - Dubuque Pride
5:00PM - Worship Team, BR 8:00am - Men's Breakfast
Tuesday, June 2 Sunday, June 7

9:00am - Tai Chi, NTX 10:00am - Sunday Worship

1:00am - Scrip Sale in Narthex
11:00am - Coffee & Fellowship



CHURCH MINISTRY LEADERSHIP

TODAY'S SERVICE
Preacher: Rev. Stephanie Ells Greeters: Greda Hartman & Judy
Liturgist: Rev. Kaity Kemp Schuster
Musician: Kristen Eby Ushers: Ed & Erica Raber
Hospitality Set Up: Merrill Crawford
Hospitality Clean Up: Merrill Crawford
CHURCH STAFF

Lead Pastor: Rev. Stephanie Ells

Associate Pastor: Rev. Kaity Kemp

Business Manager: Jeffrey T. Gladwin
Communications Assistant: Sam Fenstermacher
Director of Music: Kristen Eby

Care Coordinator: Sam Wu #563-279-4545
Band Director: Sally Stulken

563-583-1729 | www.breadoflifedbq.org

communicationassistant@wpcdbg.org



