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THE SECOND HELVETIC CONFESSION 

 
 
THE BLUE AND WHITE. Heraldic colors of ancient Switzerland, where the 
confession was written.  

THE CROSS. Dominant on this banner because of the extensive discussion of 
salvation in the Confession. 

THE HAND AND THE BURNING HEART. A traditional symbol for John Calvin, 
father of Presbyterianism in its Swiss homeland. 

THE LAMP. Knowledge and discipline, two of the themes of the Helvetic which make 
it unique. 

THE SHEPHERD’S CROOK AND THE PASTURE. The pastoral ministry and the 
flock’s care for its own members. 

THE CHALICE AND THE WAVES. Holy Communion and Baptism. 
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July 5, 2026 | Morning Worship 10:00 am 

GATHERING MUSIC                       

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION from 2 Timothy 3 
“Continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned 
it and how from childhood you have known sacred writings that are able to instruct you 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that the person 
of God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.” 

PRELUDE             Be Thou My Vision arr. Forrest 

OPENING PRAYER 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
We have gathered in God's holy presence,  
the One who etches grace on our hearts. 
This is the place where God will transform us into disciples. 
We glorify our God, who yearns for justice,  
not just for a favored few, but for the least of our world. 
This is the place where God will write compassion on our souls. 
We give thanks to God for unceasing grace;  
we remember God's persistence in saving us. 
This is the place where God will breathe the Word into our lives. 

*SONG OF PRAISE #386                   Come, Worship God (Psalm 95) 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
From the least of us, to the greatest, Lord, we want to know you; 
we yearn to follow where you lead us; we need your guidance. 
But even as we listen for your direction, other voices compete for our attention with 
teachings that suit our desires. Our thoughts drift so far from your truth, that fables 
and fancies begin to seem real. Holy One, open our hearts and minds. By your Spirit, 
convince, rebuke, and encourage us as only you can; teach, correct, and inspire us in 
the ways of your salvation. 
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SILENT CONFESSION 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  

*SUNG RESPONSE #582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me            arr. Paul Vasile 

**PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.   
And also, with you. 

TIME WITH YOUNGER DISCIPLES 
Dear God, 

Thank You for Your Word, the Bible. 
 Help us to listen to Jesus, 
 learn from Your Word, 
 and follow You every day. 
 May Your truth guide our hearts 
 and help us share Your love with others. 
Amen. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE READING       2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 (pg. 1018) 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON                    Confessions "Greatest Hits": The Second Helvetic Confession 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE            Ancient Words                                                                    by: Lynn DeShazo 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  The Second Helvetic Confession, selections from Chapter 1  
We believe and confess the canonical Scriptures of the holy prophets and apostles 
of both Testaments to be the true Word of God, and to have sufficient authority of 
themselves. For God himself spoke to the fathers, prophets, apostles, and still 
speaks to us through the Holy Scriptures. And in this Holy Scripture, the universal 
Church of Christ has the most complete exposition of all that pertains to a saving 
faith, and also to the framing of a life acceptable to God; and in this respect it is 
expressly commanded by God that nothing be either added to or taken from it… 
and from these Scriptures are to be derived true wisdom and godliness, the 
reformation and government of churches; as also instruction in all duties of piety. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
All bread is gluten-free. Please hold the elements until all are served. 

THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY          We’ve A Story to Tell to the Nations                                arr. Curry 

*DOXOLOGY #606                                  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION & PETITION 

*SENDING HYMN          This I Believe (The Creed)                              by: Crocker and Fielding 

*BENEDICTION 

*POSTLUDE         Great God of Might and Glory                                          by: Paxton 

 

 

 

* Please rise in body or spirit. 
**Please take a moment to extend the peace of Christ to one another by greeting those around you. 
Say “hello,” wave, learn each other’s names - whatever feels most comfortable to you. 
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CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER will be celebrated today during worship. This 
sacrament is a gift of God, for the people of God; we welcome you to fully participate. If you 
are worshiping online, please utilize food and drink that you have available; trusting the power of 
the Holy Spirit to be present in our community far and wide! 

CONFESSIONS “GREATEST HITS” SERMON SERIES: This summer we are exploring the 
historic confessions found in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s Book of Confessions. Written in 
particular times and places, these confessions help declare who we are, what we believe, and 
how we seek to live faithfully. They do not replace Christ or Scripture, but help ground us more 
deeply in both. As our chancel banners remind us, healthy trees grow strong because their roots 
run deep. In the same way, healthy faith is nourished by a solid theological foundation.  

IT’S (ALMOST) CHILDREN’S CHURCH TIME!  On Sunday, July 12, kiddos in PK–grade 3 are 
invited to join our Faith Formation leaders for Pop-Up Children’s Church following the “Time with 
Younger Disciples.” This summer, they’ll explore Stories Jesus Told through storytelling, 
sensory play, crafts, games, and wonder. This month’s stories are The Lost Sheep and The Lost 
Coin. Children can be picked up at the conclusion of worship down the hall. Then, enjoy treats 
and fellowship together! 

SYNOD SCHOOL 2026 – JOIN US! This summer there is an exciting adventure waiting for you 
or the whole family at Synod School 2026. This annual gathering of Presbyterians of all ages is 
sponsored by the Synod of Lakes and Prairies. It will be held on July 26-31 (Sunday-Friday) on 
the beautiful lakeside campus of Buena Vista University in Storm Lake, Iowa. It will be a week of 
inspiration, worship, study, play, and fellowship for over 500 people from all over the country. 
More information can be accessed online at www.lakesandprairies.org/synod-school  

BIBLE STUDY THURSDAY, JULY 9; 10:30 - Fruits of the Holy Spirit: Peace. Hosted by Shirley 
Meriwether at 3179 Windmill Lane. Call Shirley with any questions: 563-239-4073. 

THE NEW KEYLESS ENTRY SYSTEM is active, and the key fobs are available, to pick up, in the 
Church Office. The old keys will not work after July 15th. 

GREEN TEAM TIP – PRACTICE GREEN SHOPPING Make your next shopping trip green. 
Patronize secondhand stores where you can find all kinds of products to reuse or repurpose and 
save money. Also, patronize fair trade stores where you can buy ethically sourced products. 

CARE CART: Next Sunday we fill the Care Cart for the Opening Doors. The women and families 
served through their services are often in need of: high-efficiency laundry detergent, tall trash 
bags, disinfecting wipes, toilet paper, paper towels, dish soap, liquid hand soap, and personal 
items such as toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc. Thanks! 

http://www.lakesandprairies.org/synod-school
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SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 

  

● For those folks navigating ongoing health concerns: Joyce Bausman, Ed Blinks, Angie 
Lockhart, Lois and Doug Pearce, HannaRose Otting, Betty and Leon Thompson, Les 
Sonsken, Tom Stovall, Jean Sutherland, and Arlys Williams. 

● Congratulations to Brookly Neyen, our nursery provider, on her engagement to Nicolas 
Boge. 

● Prayers for the family and friends of Donna K. Miller, who died on June 30, 2026, at the 
age of 98. Donna was a faithful member of the former Westminster Presbyterian Church 
and, along with her late husband, Bob, was a longtime supporter of the Dubuque 
community. A private family service will be held, with Rev. Stephanie Ells officiating. We 
give thanks for Donna’s long life and faithful witness, and we hold her loved ones in our 
prayers. 

● Prayers for the family and friends of Robert B. Sturman, who died on June 23rd, 2026. 
The Sturman's were anchors of the former First Presbyterian congregation in Dubuque, 
beginning with Robert's parents, Lydia and John. A private family service will be held in 
the future, with Rev. Stephanie Ells officiating. 

● Prayers for Chuck Whalen's cancer diagnosis as well as his continued struggle with AFIB. 

● For Susan Fenstermacher and her family as they deal with the recent passing of 
beloved Véronique Delahayes Coker.  

● For Bryan and Sara Blair as they process the cancer diagnosis of Bryan’s dad, Jim. 

● For the family of Bruce Scott, who passed away last week from pancreatic cancer. 
Bruce and his wife, Ann, are neighbors of the Blair family. 

● For David to be granted a liver transplant and so this good man can continue to live an 
even better life 

● For all those on the Deacons Care List. 

HAVE A PRAYER CONCERN OR JOY TO SHARE? Folks on the Bread of Life Prayer Chain 
would be honored to pray for you. Simply email Pastor Stephanie at 
fpcdbq.pastor@gmail.com, and she will distribute your request. You may also join the Bread of 
Life Prayer Chain this way! For Pastoral Care please call (563) 279-4545 or the church 
office. 

fpcdbq.pastor@gmail.com
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*All activities will take place at Bread of Life’s Hilltop Campus, unless otherwise noted. * 

 

 
 

CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
Sunday, July 5 
10:00am – Sunday Worship  
11:00am – Scrip Sale in Narthex 
11:00am – Coffee & Fellowship 
 
Monday, July 6  
8:00am – Garden Harvest, K 
5:00pm – Worship Team, BR 
  
Tuesday, July 7 
9:00am - Tai Chi, FH 

 
Wednesday, July 8 
8:00am – Men’s Coffee, BR 
5:15pm – People in Need, BR 
 
Sunday, July 12  
10:00am – Sunday Worship 
11:00am – Scrip Sale in Narthex 
11:00am – Coffee & Fellowship 
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CHURCH MINISTRY LEADERSHIP

TODAY’S SERVICE
Preacher: Rev. Stephanie Ells 
Children’s Message: Rev. Kaity Kemp 
Liturgist: Kaity Kemp 
Musician: Kristen Eby 
 

Greeters: Dan & Marilyn Emmert 
Ushers: Alex Jack & Randy Roos 
Hospitality Set Up: Pat Judge 
Hospitality Clean Up: Alex Jack

 
CHURCH STAFF 
Lead Pastor: Rev. Stephanie Ells 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Kaity Kemp 
Business Manager: Jeffrey T. Gladwin 
Communications Assistant: Sam Fenstermacher 
Director of Music: Kristen Eby 
Care Coordinator: Sam Wu #563-279-4545 
Band Director: Sally Stulken 
 
 

563-583-1729  |  www.breadoflifedbq.org     

communicationassistant@wpcdbq.org 

 


