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Ministry Forward Together

One of the greatest joys of the past year has been
watching God knit us together into one congregation.
We have celebrated historic milestones—the
completion of our merger, the installation of our
pastors, the formation of our first shared leadership
teams, new members joining the church, vibrant
worship across two campuses, growing
ministry with children and families, and
renewed opportunities for service and
fellowship. Again and again, we have
seen evidence that God is doing far
more than simply combining two
churches. God is creating something
new.

As we give thanks for this new
beginning, we are entering an important
season in the life of Bread of Life
Presbyterian Church.

Congregations that come together through

merger often experience a natural tendency to

drift back toward the familiar rhythms, structures,
and habits of their former churches. That is entirely
understandable. The traditions and practices that
shaped Westminster and First Presbyterian were
faithful expressions of ministry for many years. At
the same time, if we simply default to what feels
most familiar, we may never fully discover who God is
calling Bread of Life to become.

That is why you may notice a fair amount of
experimentation in the months ahead. You may see
new approaches in worship, adjustments to how

we use our facilities, different ways of organizing
ministry, or fresh opportunities to connect and serve.
These are not changes for the sake of change. They
are acts of faithful discernment.

Think of them as ministry research.

Sometimes we discover our identity not by talking
about it, but by trying new ways of living it. We learn
what strengthens our mission, what helps people
grow in faith, what creates deeper belonging, and
where God seems to be opening new doors. Some
ideas will become lasting parts of our congregational

life. Others may simply teach us something
valuable along the way. Both are signs of
healthy discernment.

This work will not happen in isolation.
Every ministry team, committee,
and ministry leader will be invited
into the ministry forward process.
Together we will reflect on our purpose,
celebrate what is bearing fruit, identify
opportunities for growth, and align our
ministries around a shared vision for Bread
of Life. This is not about replacing the faithful work
that has come before us. It is about building on that
foundation as one congregation.

Throughout Scripture, God'’s people are continually
invited into seasons of remembering and renewing—
honoring God'’s faithfulness in the past while trusting
the Spirit to lead them into the future. We believe
God isinviting Bread of Life into just such a season.

Thank you for your patience, your flexibility, your
ideas, your prayers, and your willingness to journey
together. The future of Bread of Life will not be
shaped by any one person or one team. It will be
discovered together as we listen for the Spirit's
leading, encourage one another, and continue
becoming the church God is calling us to be.

We are grateful for where God has brought us. We
are excited for where God is leading us next.

-With gratitude, Pastor Stephanie
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Bread of Life Moving Forward
with Electronic Locks

We're excited to announce the next step in improving the
security and accessibility of our church facilities through
the installation of electronic locks.

You may have already noticed that the church doors are
now automatically locking and unlocking during office
hours and Sunday services. This new system helps

us better manage building access while maintaining a

welcoming environment for our congregation and visitors.

The next phase of this transition will include

distributing electronic key fobs to all current
key holders. During this transition period,

your existing keys will continue to work.

If you currently have a key,
or need access, please
pick up your new fob in the
church office by July 17th

Summer Potluck

Join us after church on July 26 for brats, hamburgers,
corn on the cob, and baked beans. We ask that you to
bring side dishes and desserts.

If you can help
cook, shuck corn,
or set up, please
contact Rich
Henderson at
563-580-6289.

We need helpers for Seminary Table (meal) on Thursday
August 6th starting at 9 AM.

+ To shuck corn - prepare hot water for it to cook in
coolers - 3to 4 people

+ To prep brats & cook them - 2 to 3 people
+ To prep brownies &ice cream - 2 people
+ Tosetup serving line & keep it full - 3 to 4 people

+ Toclean dishes - 4 to 5 people - can be some of the
above

If you can help contact Rich Henderson 563-580-6289.
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PASTOR STEPHANIE WILL BE ON GONE

July 16-28, 2026 for vacation. As ever, the Church
Office is open M-TH 9:00am-2:00pm for your
assistance; and in case of emergency pastoral needs,
please contact Rev. Kaity Kemp at 563-581-1471or
associatepastor@wpcdbg.org. Thank you!

There will be no Session meeting in July so that our
elders can intentionally practice Sabbath and make
space for rest, renewal, and time with God. Sabbath
is an essential rhythm of ministry because healthy
spiritual leadership flows from abiding in Christ rather
than constant activity. As we pause this month, may
this time of rest refresh our hearts so we can return
to our shared ministry renewed and ready to serve
faithfully.

Bakers needed! We are looking for bakers to
help provide morning treats for the Presbytery
meeting on Saturday 8-19. Any kind of small
cinnamon rolls, pastries or any type of individual
breakfast treats.

Please contact Rich Henderson 563-580-6289
if you can help.

Chancel Flowers

Please consider providing Chancel
Flowers in memory of or honor of a love
one, special event, or just to brighten up

the altar. Summer is a perfect time to
share your garden flowers. Sign up on
Flower Chart located on window by the
SCRIP table in the Narthex of call the
church office 563-583-1729.




Welcome New Members

Sunday, July 12th, we joyfully welcome our newest members into the life and ministry of our church: Steve and Vicki
Felsted, Alex Wankerl, Roy Pillers, and Julia Bickel. We thank God for each of them and look forward to growing
together in faith, fellowship, worship, and service. Church membership is a mutual commitment between a Christian and
a local congregation to follow Christ together through worship, fellowship, service, and mutual care.

Alex Wankerl
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Growing Faith Class Completed

The Green Team sponsored the Growing Faith adult
prescription bottles. This faith formation class for six sessions in April and May.
is in addition to other The class studied six Biblical parables and how they

items including paper, relate to caring for God's creation.
cans, plastic and glass bottles and other items.

Steve and V|ck| Felsted Roy Pillers

Recycling Update from the Green Team

Thanks to allwho are
taking advantage of our
Green Team's recycling
program. So far this year
we have recycled 35 Ibs.
of batteries, 12 cubic feet
of plastic bags and 265

A total of 24 people attended one or more of the

Areminder that pill bottles and batteries can be placed in classes, and the average attendance was 13. Thanks
the small boxes in the narthex. Recycling containers for all to our five ordained clergy members who led the
other items are located near the church office and outside classes. Each week contained study and really great
fellowship hall. Thanks for helping to care for God's discussion.

creation!

Retaining Wall Replacement Starts in July

Early in July McClain Fence Co. will be replacing the four-
foot high by 50-foot long retaining wall located east of the
garage along the north edge of the rear parking lot. The
concrete block wall is starting to fail and no longer prevents
parking lot runoff from entering our neighbor’s yard.

The new wall will consist of precast concrete segments
finished to resemble limestone. A portion of the parking

lot will be replaced and sloped away from the wall to direct
runoff to Irving Street. Please use caution when driving and
walking in the vicinity of the construction area.

Thank you, the Property Team

The existing retaining wall exhibits cracking and wear.
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MISSION TEAM NEWS o0 e

We are happy to report that the Pride Festival and Juneteenth Celebration
were great successes. We were the new church at both events and the only
church that was not in the downtown area. We met a lot of people who wanted
to know how two churches became one without everyone upset. We had one
parent ask us would her children be safe coming to our church. The answer was
yes. We know the correct pronouns. Both events lead us to promote our church
in the City of Dubuque and make new friends along the way. We will be doing this
again next year.

COMMUNITY MEALS: A NEW HUNGER INITIATIVE St. Patrick’s Church downtown is going to stop serving a
weekly Wednesday evening meal as of July Ist. First Congregational Church is opening their kitchen for churches and
businesses to feed those in need. Our Mission Team will prepare a meal at our church kitchen and serve it on August
19 and October 21. We will need 8-10 volunteers from about 4:00 to 6:30 pm to help greet, make coffee, serve, and
clean up. We also need desserts donated. We will serve between 125-200 people. Susan Taylor will be coming up with
the menu. Sign up sheets will be coming out in the first week of August, and we will be reminding everyone of the help
thatis needed. Please plan to help! Next year we plan to serve four meals.

STARFISH CAMPAIGN helps those that have medical debt. For the last three years we have contributed to this
initiative and will participate again this year on August 16th and 23rd. Every dollar donation is equal to $100 of medical
debt eliminated. Let's plan to help those in need of help.

Summer Children’s Ministry Pops Up

This summer, our prayground and Pop-Up Children’s Church will reflect
the theme "Stories Jesus Told” as children explore some of Jesus’ most

POP-UP CHILDREN S CHURCH

beloved parables through storytelling, sensory play, crafts, games, and JULY 12 |
wonder. THE PARABLE OF THE PARABLE OF

THE LOST SHEEP )\ THE LOST COIN
Children in PK-3rd grade are invited to join us during the 10:00 a.m.

worship service for special Pop-Up Children’s Church gatherings
throughout the summer.

Upcoming themes include:
July 12 - The Lost Sheep & Lost Coin
August 9 - The Wise & Foolish Builders

Children are always welcome in worship, and these summer spaces are
designed to help them engage faith with their whole selves through
creativity, movement, play, and imagination.

P@@=@P CHILDREN'S CHURCH) %v

**August 9 @ 10:00 AM SERVICE** e
- 2 A THE %% b

WISE & FOOLISHY
I&Uﬂ&,@@ks

*A Fun Lesson for PK - 3% GRADE*

We are also currently looking for:

Additional on-call nursery caregivers.

Join us during the 10:00 Service for stories,
crafts, games, and learning howto )
% build our lives on God's Word!
PK-3rd Grade

Volunteers to help host the John Knox Presbytery gathering at Bread of
Life this August.

. . sy Thursday Bible Study will meet during the summer on
Falth Formatlon Opportunltles the second Thursday at 10:30 to Noon. We will study

For each opportunity all you need is yourself. Fruits of the Spirit.
N [Pl L e e S I e S U July 9 at Shirley Meriwether, 3179 Windmill Lane.
2nd & 4th Wednesday 8:00am August 13 at Mt Carmel Bluffs, 1040 Carmel Dr Hosts:

In the Fellowship Hall Carole L H q v
Men's Group - Bible study, coffee, treats and fellowship arole Loetscher and Jackie Arvidson.
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Liturgy: Empty Words or Commmon Voice

Every Sunday, our worship contains liturgy. We praise God through unison prayers, responsive readings, and
liturgical songs. We confess our sins, We hear the liturgist announce that our sins are forgiven. We confess our
common faith. We sings hymns that express our commitment to go our with love to serve the world.

But liturgy is repetitive and can sometimes become nothing more than empty worlds. But if we put our hearts and
minds into what we do and say, liturgy can be full of meaning. There are many ways liturgy enriches our worship and
our lives. Here are a few:

+ Liturgy is a way to “speak in one voice” as we worship God, reminding us that we are part of community of faith,
not isolated individuals.

+ Liturgy teaches us how to pray. Prayers we recite on Sunday provide words we can use as we prayer in daily life.

+ Liturgy helps us learn important prayers and truths. Confirmations students don't have to memorize the Lord’s
Prayer. They've learned it growing up.

+ Liturgy reminds us that by God'’s grace we have been forgiven, that we belong to God.

+ Liturgy unites us with the Church universal. Some of our universal prayers and confessions are used in virtually
all branches of the Christian Church.

As we worship the triune God, let’s fill our words with meaning by putting our minds and hearts into what we say and
what we do on Sunday morning.

Hey, Hunger Outreach Volunteers!

Thanks to all who voluntereed at the May 30th Hunger
Outreach food distribution and for being Good Neighbors
to our community. It was a very good day! Here are our
results by the numbers:

+ 107 cars came through the parking lot

+ 48 walk-up recipients were served

+ 178 families were served

+ 501 people were in those families

+ 8,940 Ibs. of food was distributed

+ 33 volunteers made it happen!

+ 47 prayer requests were received from recipients

THANKS TO ALL OF OUR VOLUNTEERS! We really
appreciated everyone's help and willingness to pitch in
wherever help was needed. Also, thanks to our friends
at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Dubuque that

volunteer parking. And, to the members of the Dubuque

provided beverages and restroom facilities. You all did an
awesome job!

SPECIAL SHOUT OUTS! We truly appreciate our
continued partnership with Kathy Hutton and the St.
Stephen's Branch of the River Bend Foodbank. Thanks

to Kate Tully for the use of her parking lot. Thanks to the
City of Dubuque Engineering and Traffic Departments
for planning the route and providing the signs to direct
traffic. Behr's Funeral Home allowed us to use their lot for

County Food Providers Network for helping us to get the
word out to the community about this event.

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE NEXT
HUNGER OUTREACH ON SATURDAY, SEPT. 26.

As always, please let me know if you have comments or
ideas as to how to improve the mechanics of the Hunger
Outreach Program and better serve our neighbors
experiencing hunger and food insecurity.
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Bread of Life's Green Team is Leading the Way
as an Earth Care Certified Congregation

The following is an article which appeared on the Faith &
Climate Newwork Website on June 9, 2026. Scan the QR
code to read a longer version.

Tom and Linda Stovall are active
members of Bread of Life Presbyterian
Church in Dubuque, IA. Tomis a former
board member of lowa Faith & Climate
Network and Linda serves on their
church’s mission team. After forming

a creation care green team at their church several years
ago, Tom and Linda have been passionately educating and
encouraging their congregation to live more sustainably
and care for God’s creation.

“What motivates me is my two little grandchildren,” says
Linda. Both Linda and Tom hope to leave a better world
for future generations. “As a person of faith, God gave
us all of this beautiful stuff and charged us to take care
of it,” says Tom. “It'simportant that we follow God'’s
commandment to care for creation.”

Now active for over nine years, the green team at Bread
of Life has earned their church recognition as an Earth
Care Congregation—a Presbyterian certification where
churches take the “Earth Care Pledge” and complete
activities in areas of worship, education, facilities and
outreach.

“"We just became an Earth Care Congregation for the
seventh year in a row, and we're quite proud of that,” Tom
says.

Creation Care Team Beginnings

In 2017, Linda and Tom attended a green team training
session along with a few other members of their
congregation. The training session was hosted locally in

each of you.
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Dubuque by lowa Faith & Climate Network. Following the
event, the Bread of Life group became inspired to start
their own green team. Tom became the chair and has
served in that role since.

With a solid team of about 10 people, they’ve focused
their activities around four areas: worship, education,
property, and advocacy/outreach, which also supports
their certification as an Earth Care Congregation.

Community-minded Garden

One of the green team'’s large-scale projects was
establishing a vegetable garden that provides produce to
the local food pantry.
Linda shared that their
church’s mission team
helped the garden get
started initially with
some funding.

Despite the amount of
work it takes to keep
the community garden
operating, they've had
up to 30 volunteers
that help till, plant,
weed, harvest, and
transport produce

to the food pantry.
They also have several
master gardeners in their congregation who help lead the
garden each year.

"People show up whenever the call goes out that we need
help,” says Tom. "We are well blessed with that.”

Thank you so much for the love and kindness you have shown us as we
celebrated our wedding. We are deeply grateful for your thoughtful cards,
generous gifts, and the many words of encouragement and prayers you
have shared with us.

Having so many of you join us at our reception made our celebration even
more meaningful. Your presence was a wonderful reminder that we are
blessed to be part of such a caring and supportive church family.

As we begin this new chapter of our lives together, we carry your love,
generosity, and encouragement with us. We are truly thankful to God for

Rev. Stephanie Ells & Jeffrey Szalkowski



LIKE TO READ?
Join Our Book Group

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month.
Questions? Contact Deb Seiffert at debseiffert@
gmail.com

July - Theo of Golden by Allen
O Levi - A story of giving and receiving,
of seeing and being seen, Thisis an
unforgettable novel about the power
of generosity, the importance of
connection, and the quiet miracles that
happen when we choose kindness and
wonder.

August - The Demon of Unrest: A
o Saga of Hubris, Heartbreak, and
DEMON Heroism at the Dawn of the Civil War
oF by Erik Larson — Drawing on diaries,
UN R»E ST secret communiques, slave ledgers, and
- g t plantation records, Larson givesus a
political horror story that captures the

hb forces that led America to the brink
* orces that led America to the brink—a
L SBN dark reminder that we often don‘t see a

cataclysm coming until it’s too late.

*Dates for July and August to be announced.

Let's Get Social! €9 (0) DD

Follow us on social media to get all the church
news in a timely manner and join the conversation.
Be sure to “like” or “follow” our pages.

Give More Without Spending More
Support Our Programs By
Purchasing SCRIP Gift Cards!

HOW SCRIP WORKS

« Stop by the SCRIP table in the Narthex after Sunday
services.

+ Choose gift cards from popular retailers such as
HyVee, Fareway and more.

+ Use these gift cards for your everyday shopping
needs. The church receives a percentage of the sale,
but you pay only the face value of the card.

+ Online RaiseRight app offers even more
opportunities to shop and give.

Go to RaiseRight.com/enroll or
scan the QR code at right

Enter our code 858E578LI1LL3

@ RaiseRight. =

Scrip gift card purchase form is now available on our
website. Form may be reviewed for card options and
% given by each retailer or printed. Fill out and bring to
Scrip table any Sunday.

www.wpcdbg.org, Under “Giving,” click on order form
in the scrip section of the page.

Did You Know...? | °""™ conet DB e

Our all-church calendar B  Newsletters and T';U F:';' Schedule

is available on our B Bulletins

website 24/7 andshows R Tooio > S b =

allmeetings and events : * 6pm TSWS Cor Month

happening at our facility bt B

so everyone can plan T d i : !

accordingly. Just go to www.breadoflife.org, The calend.ar can be viewed as a.month,
then click on “News” at the top, week, or a list (schedule). Just click on the
then select “Calendar” from the button at the upper right and choose the

dropdown menu.

view that's best for you.
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LET'SFILL THE
CARE (ZARTI
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Each month, Bread of Life helps those in need in our community.
Look for the Care Cart located in the back of the sanctuary at our
Hilltop Campus. We'll rotate recipients as follows:

First and Third Week - Dubuque Food Pantry to help feed local
families. (No egg cartons).

Second Week - Opening Doors. Iltems needed are: High efficiency
laundry detergent, tall trash bags, Clorox disinfecting wipes, toilet
paper, paper towels, Dawn soap, liquid hand soap, and personal
items such as toothpaste, tooth brushes, etc.

Fourth Week - Dubuque Rescue Mission. Toiletry items: body
wash/shampoo (no bars) toothbrushes/toothpaste, deodorant,
underwear, granola bars, beef jerky, fruit snacks, Chapstick, first aid
supplies, high efficiency laundry detergent (pods).

If you have questions contact Linda Stovall, Mission Chair at
linstov@aol.com.

Green Team Tip - Practice Green Shopping
/ Make your next shopping trip green. Patronize secondhand stores where you can

find all kinds of products to reuse or repurpose and save money. Also, patronize fair

G R E E N trade stores where you can buy ethically sourced products.
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